
  

 

GGood Friday 
April 5, 2026 

7:00 pm 



2 

 

Welcome To Our Good Friday Worship 

GGathering 

On Good Friday, we recognize the dual nature of the cross of Jesus. On the one 
hand, the cross  exposes our sin, for we see the suffering that we have demanded 
of a loving God. In Jesus’ death, we meet our own death. On the other hand, in 
the cross God deals mercifully with our sin so that we can approach God with 
confidence, calling on God in every Ɵme of need and interceding on behalf of the 
whole creaƟon. Death and resurrecƟon, law and gospel, sin and forgiveness—all 
of this comes together in Jesus crucified on the cross for you. Through this great 
mystery, God puts you as sinner to death, and raises you as saint to life eternal. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  

P Merciful God, your Son was lifted up on the cross to draw all people 
to himself. Grant that we who have been born out of his wounded 
side may at all times find mercy in him, Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever.  

C Amen. 

PRELUDE        “Were You There”    - setting by John Carter 
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continued on next page 

FFIRST READING              Isaiah 52:13-53:12 

 
The fourth servant poem promises ultimate vindication for the servant, who made his life an 
offering for sin. The servant pours himself out to death and is numbered with the 
transgressors, images that the early church saw as important keys for understanding the death 
of Jesus.  

       13See, my servant shall prosper; 
  he shall be exalted and liŌed up, 
  and shall be very high. 
 14Just as there were many who were astonished at him 
  —so marred was his appearance, beyond human semblance, 
  and his form beyond that of mortals— 
 15so he shall startle many naƟons; 
  kings shall shut their mouths because of him; 
 for that which had not been told them they shall see, 
  and that which they had not heard they shall contemplate. 
 53:1Who has believed what we have heard? 
  And to whom has the arm of the LÊÙ� been revealed? 
 2For he grew up before him like a young plant, 
  and like a root out of dry ground; 
 he had no form or majesty that we should look at him, 
  nothing in his appearance that we should desire him. 
 3He was despised and rejected by others; 
  a man of suffering and acquainted with infirmity; 
 and as one from whom others hide their faces 
  he was despised, and we held him of no account. 
 4Surely he has borne our infirmiƟes 
  and carried our diseases; 
 yet we accounted him stricken, 

Word 
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continued on next page 

  struck down by God, and afflicted. 
 5But he was wounded for our transgressions, 
  crushed for our iniquiƟes; 
 upon him was the punishment that made us whole, 
  and by his bruises we are healed. 
 6All we like sheep have gone astray; 
  we have all turned to our own way, 
 and the LÊÙ� has laid on him 
  the iniquity of us all. 
 
 7He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, 
  yet he did not open his mouth; 
 like a lamb that is led to the slaughter, 
  and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent, 
  so he did not open his mouth. 
 8By a perversion of jusƟce he was taken away. 
  Who could have imagined his future? 
 For he was cut off from the land of the living, 
  stricken for the transgression of my people. 
 9They made his grave with the wicked 
  and his tomb with the rich, 
 although he had done no violence, 
  and there was no deceit in his mouth. 
 
 10Yet it was the will of the LÊÙ� to crush him with pain. 
 When you make his life an offering for sin, 
  he shall see his offspring, and shall prolong his days; 
 through him the will of the LÊÙ� shall prosper. 
  11Out of his anguish he shall see light; 
 he shall find saƟsfacƟon through his knowledge. 
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  The righteous one, my servant, shall make many righteous, 
  and he shall bear their iniquiƟes. 
 12Therefore I will allot him a porƟon with the great, 
  and he shall divide the spoil with the strong; 
 because he poured out himself to death, 
  and was numbered with the transgressors; 
 yet he bore the sin of many, 
  and made intercession for the transgressors.  
 
           L  Word of God. Word of Life.   C    Thanks be to God. 

CCHORAL ANTHEM  “My Song Is Love Unknown”  
- Samuel Crossman, Wiliam Johnson/Jayne Southwick Cool 

            
TEXT:  
 My song is love unknown, my Savior's love to me,  
 love to the loveless shown that they might lovely be. 
 Oh, who am I that for my sake my Lord should take frail flesh and die. 
 
 He came from his blest throne salvaƟon to bestow;  
 the world that was his own would not its Savior know. 
 But, oh, my friend, my friend indeed, who at my need his love did spend! 
 
 SomeƟmes we strew his way and his sweet praises sing;  
 resounding all the day hosannas to our King. 
 Then "Crucify!" is all our breath, and for his death we thirst and cry. 
 
 His life, his all, he gave when he was crucified;  
 our burdened souls to save; what fearful death he died! 
 But each of us, though dead in sin, through him eternal life may win! 
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continued on next page 

RESPONSE: Were You There (sung by the congregation) 
Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 
 Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 
Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.  
Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 

RREADING OF THE PASSION        JOHN 18:1-27 

AŌer Jesus had spoken these words, he went out with his disciples across the 
Kidron valley to a place where there was a garden, which he and his disciples 
entered. 2Now Judas, who betrayed him, also knew the place, because Jesus 
oŌen met there with his disciples. 3So Judas brought a detachment of soldiers 
together with police from the chief priests and the Pharisees, and they came 
there with lanterns and torches and weapons. 4Then Jesus, knowing all that was 
to happen to him, came forward and asked them, “Whom are you looking 

SECOND READING                               Hebrews 10:19-25 
 
In the death of Jesus, forgiveness of sins is accomplished and access to God is established. 
Hence, when we gather together for worship and when we live in faith, hope, and love, we 
experience anew the benefits of Jesus’ death.  

19Therefore, my friends, since we have confidence to enter the sanctuary by the 
blood of Jesus, 20by the new and living way that he opened for us through the 
curtain (that is, through his flesh), 21and since we have a great priest over the 
house of God, 22let us approach with a true heart in full assurance of faith, with 
our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with 
pure water. 23Let us hold fast to the confession of our hope without wavering, 
for he who has promised is faithful. 24And let us consider how to provoke one 
another to love and good deeds, 25not neglecƟng to meet together, as is the 
habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the 
Day approaching.  
 

          L  Word of God. Word of Life.   C    Thanks be to God. 
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for?” 5They answered, “Jesus of Nazareth.” Jesus replied, “I am he.” Judas, who 
betrayed him, was standing with them. 6When Jesus said to them, “I am he,” 
they stepped back and fell to the ground. 7Again he asked them, “Whom are 
you looking for?” And they said, “Jesus of Nazareth.” 8Jesus answered, “I told 
you that I am he. So if you are looking for me, let these men go.” 9This was to 
fulfill the word that he had spoken, “I did not lose a single one of those whom 
you gave me.” 10Then Simon Peter, who had a sword, drew it, struck the high 
priest’s slave, and cut off his right ear. The slave’s name was Malchus. 11Jesus 
said to Peter, “Put your sword back into its sheath. Am I not to drink the cup 
that the Father has given me?”  
 12So the soldiers, their officer, and the Jewish police arrested Jesus and 
bound him. 13First they took him to Annas, who was the father-in-law of 
Caiaphas, the high priest that year. 14Caiaphas was the one who had advised 
the Jews that it was beƩer to have one person die for the people.  
 15Simon Peter and another disciple followed Jesus. Since that disciple was 
known to the high priest, he went with Jesus into the courtyard of the high 
priest, 16but Peter was standing outside at the gate. So the other disciple, who 
was known to the high priest, went out, spoke to the woman who guarded the 
gate, and brought Peter in. 17The woman said to Peter, “You are not also one of 
this man’s disciples, are you?” He said, “I am not.” 18Now the slaves and the 
police had made a charcoal fire because it was cold, and they were standing 
around it and warming themselves. Peter also was standing with them and 
warming himself.  
 19Then the high priest quesƟoned Jesus about his disciples and about his 
teaching. 20Jesus answered, “I have spoken openly to the world; I have always 
taught in synagogues and in the temple, where all the Jews come together. I 
have said nothing in secret. 21Why do you ask me? Ask those who heard what I 
said to them; they know what I said.” 22When he had said this, one of the police 
standing nearby struck Jesus on the face, saying, “Is that how you answer the 
high priest?” 23Jesus answered, “If I have spoken wrongly, tesƟfy to the wrong. 
But if I have spoken rightly, why do you strike me?” 24Then Annas sent him 

continued on next page 



8 

 

RREADING OF THE PASSION        JOHN 18:28-40 
28Then they took Jesus from Caiaphas to Pilate’s headquarters. It was early in the 
morning. They themselves did not enter the headquarters, so as to avoid ritual 
defilement and to be able to eat the Passover. 29So Pilate went out to them and 
said, “What accusaƟon do you bring against this man?” 30They answered, “If this 
man were not a criminal, we would not have handed him over to you.” 31Pilate 
said to them, “Take him yourselves and judge him according to your law.” The 
Jews replied, “We are not permiƩed to put anyone to death.” 32(This was to fulfill 
what Jesus had said when he indicated the kind of death he was to die.)  
 33Then Pilate entered the headquarters again, summoned Jesus, and asked 
him, “Are you the King of the Jews?” 34Jesus answered, “Do you ask this on your 
own, or did others tell you about me?” 35Pilate replied, “I am not a Jew, am I? 
Your own naƟon and the chief priests have handed you over to me. What have 
you done?” 36Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not from this world. If my kingdom 
were from this world, my followers would be fighƟng to keep me from being 
handed over to the Jews. But as it is, my kingdom is not from here.” 37Pilate asked 
him, “So you are a king?” Jesus answered, “You say that I am a king. For this I was 
born, and for this I came into the world, to tesƟfy to the truth. Everyone who 

RESPONSE: Were You There (sung by the congregation) 
 Were you there when the sun refused to shine? 
  Were you there when the sun refused to shine? 
 Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.  
 Were you there when the sun refused to shine? 

bound to Caiaphas the high priest.  
 25Now Simon Peter was standing and warming himself. They asked him, “You 
are not also one of his disciples, are you?” He denied it and said, “I am 
not.” 26One of the slaves of the high priest, a relaƟve of the man whose ear 
Peter had cut off, asked, “Did I not see you in the garden with him?” 27Again 
Peter denied it, and at that moment the cock crowed. 

continued on next page 
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continued on next page 

RESPONSE: Were You There (sung by the congregation) 
 Were you there when they mocked the King of kings? 
  Were you there when they mocked the King of kings? 
 Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, trem ble.  
 Were you there when they mocked the King of kings? 

RREADING OF THE PASSION        JOHN 19:1-25a 
1Then Pilate took Jesus and had him flogged. 2And the soldiers wove a crown of 
thorns and put it on his head, and they dressed him in a purple robe. 3They kept 
coming up to him, saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” and striking him on the 
face. 4Pilate went out again and said to them, “Look, I am bringing him out to 
you to let you know that I find no case against him.” 5So Jesus came out, 
wearing the crown of thorns and the purple robe. Pilate said to them, “Here is 
the man!” 6When the chief priests and the police saw him, they shouted, 
“Crucify him! Crucify him!” Pilate said to them, “Take him yourselves and crucify 
him; I find no case against him.” 7The Jews answered him, “We have a law, and 
according to that law he ought to die because he has claimed to be the Son of 
God.”  
 8Now when Pilate heard this, he was more afraid than ever. 9He entered his 
headquarters again and asked Jesus, “Where are you from?” But Jesus gave him 
no answer. 10Pilate therefore said to him, “Do you refuse to speak to me? Do 
you not know that I have power to release you, and power to crucify 
you?” 11Jesus answered him, “You would have no power over me unless it had 
been given you from above; therefore the one who handed me over to you is 
guilty of a greater sin.” 12From then on Pilate tried to release him, but the Jews 

belongs to the truth listens to my voice.” 38Pilate asked him, “What is truth?”  
 AŌer he had said this, he went out to the Jews again and told them, “I find no 
case against him. 39But you have a custom that I release someone for you at the 
Passover. Do you want me to release for you the King of the Jews?” 40They 
shouted in reply, “Not this man, but Barabbas!” Now Barabbas was a bandit.  
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continued on next page 

RESPONSE: Were You There (sung by the congregation) 
 Were you there when they nailed him to the tree? 
  Were you there when they nailed him to the tree? 
 Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.  
 Were you there when they nailed him to the tree? 

cried out, “If you release this man, you are no friend of the emperor. Everyone 
who claims to be a king sets himself against the emperor.”  
 13When Pilate heard these words, he brought Jesus outside and sat on the 
judge’s bench at a place called The Stone Pavement, or in Hebrew 
Gabbatha. 14Now it was the day of PreparaƟon for the Passover; and it was 
about noon. He said to the Jews, “Here is your King!” 15They cried out, “Away 
with him! Away with him! Crucify him!” Pilate asked them, “Shall I crucify your 
King?” The chief priests answered, “We have no king but the emperor.” 
16Then he handed him over to them to be crucified. So they took Jesus; 17and 
carrying the cross by himself, he went out to what is called The Place of the 
Skull, which in Hebrew is called Golgotha. 18There they crucified him, and with 
him two others, one on either side, with Jesus between them. 19Pilate also had 
an inscripƟon wriƩen and put on the cross. It read, “Jesus of Nazareth, the King 
of the Jews.” 20Many of the Jews read this inscripƟon, because the place where 
Jesus was crucified was near the city; and it was wriƩen in Hebrew, in LaƟn, and 
in Greek. 21Then the chief priests of the Jews said to Pilate, “Do not write, ‘The 
King of the Jews,’ but, ‘This man said, I am King of the Jews.’” 22Pilate answered, 
“What I have wriƩen I have wriƩen.” 23When the soldiers had crucified Jesus, 
they took his clothes and divided them into four parts, one for each soldier. 
They also took his tunic; now the tunic was seamless, woven in one piece from 
the top. 24So they said to one another, “Let us not tear it, but cast lots for it to 
see who will get it.” This was to fulfill what the scripture says, “They divided my 
clothes among themselves, and for my clothing they cast lots.” 25And that is 
what the soldiers did.  
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RREADING OF THE PASSION        JOHN 19:25b-37 

Meanwhile, standing near the cross of Jesus were his mother, and his mother’s 
sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. 26When Jesus saw his 
mother and the disciple whom he loved standing beside her, he said to his 
mother, “Woman, here is your son.” 27Then he said to the disciple, “Here is 
your mother.” And from that hour the disciple took her into his own home.  
 28AŌer this, when Jesus knew that all was now finished, he said (in order to 
fulfill the scripture), “I am thirsty.” 29A jar full of sour wine was standing there. 
So they put a sponge full of the wine on a branch of hyssop and held it to his 
mouth. 30When Jesus had received the wine, he said, “It is finished.” Then he 
bowed his head and gave up his spirit. 
 31Since it was the day of PreparaƟon, the Jews did not want the bodies leŌ 
on the cross during the sabbath, especially because that sabbath was a day of 
great solemnity. So they asked Pilate to have the legs of the crucified men 
broken and the bodies removed. 32Then the soldiers came and broke the legs 
of the first and of the other who had been crucified with him. 33But when they 
came to Jesus and saw that he was already dead, they did not break his 
legs. 34Instead, one of the soldiers pierced his side with a spear, and at once 
blood and water came out. 35(He who saw this has tesƟfied so that you also 
may believe. His tesƟmony is true, and he knows that he tells the 
truth.) 36These things occurred so that the scripture might be fulfilled, “None of 
his bones shall be broken.” 37And again another passage of scripture says, 
“They will look on the one whom they have pierced.” 

continued on next page 

RESPONSE: Were You There (sung by the congregation) 
 Were you there when they pierced him in the side? 
  Were you there when they pierced him in the side? 
 Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.  
 Were you there when they pierced him in the side? 
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RREADING OF THE PASSION         JOHN 19:38-42 
38AŌer these things, Joseph of Arimathea, who was a disciple of Jesus, though a 
secret one because of his fear of the Jews, asked Pilate to let him take away the 
body of Jesus. Pilate gave him permission; so he came and removed his 
body. 39Nicodemus, who had at first come to Jesus by night, also came, bringing 
a mixture of myrrh and aloes, weighing about a hundred pounds. 40They took the 
body of Jesus and wrapped it with the spices in linen cloths, according to the 
burial custom of the Jews. 41Now there was a garden in the place where he was 
crucified, and in the garden there was a new tomb in which no one had ever 
been laid. 42And so, because it was the Jewish day of PreparaƟon, and the tomb 
was nearby, they laid Jesus there.  

CHORAL ANTHEM   “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross”   
-  Isaac Watts/Amy Lynne Engelsdorfer 

 TEXT: 
 When I survey the wondrous cross 

 on which the prince of glory died, 
 my richest gain I count but loss 

 and pour contempt on all my pride. 
 

 Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast 
    save in the death of Christ, my God; 
    all the vain things that charm me most, 
  I sacrifice them to his blood. 
 
  See, from his head, his hands, his feet, 
  sorrow and love flow mingled down. 
  Did e'er such love and sorrow meet, 
  or thorns compose so rich a crown? 
 
  Were the whole realm of nature mine, 
  that were a present far too small; 
  love so amazing, so divine, 
  demands my soul, my life, my all. 
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SSERMON              Pastor John Guthridge 

HYMN OF THE DAY   “Ah, Holy Jesus”        ELW 349 
All Verses 
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BBIDDING PRAYERS 
On account of Christ’s work on the cross, we are free to boldly approach 
God in prayer. A er each invita on (or “bid”) to pray for a certain group, 
there will be a me for silent prayer, concluded by a prayer from a pastor. 
During this me, you are invited to come forward and light candles as 
symbols of par cular prayer concerns. At the conclusion of bidding prayers, 
the congrega on will pray in the way Jesus taught his disciples to pray. 

LORD’S PRAYER 
~ Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
      thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
         on earth as it is in heaven. 
~ Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
        who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
~ For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
     forever and ever. Amen.    
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The pastor sings a reproach, concluding with: 
  …you have prepared a cross for your Savior. 
The congregation responds by singing again: “Holy God” 

 
After the final reproach and response, all may depart in silence. 

TTHE SOLEMN REPROACHES 
 
We hear the voice of the God whom we have put to death confront us 
with the repeated accusation “you have prepared a cross for your savior.” 

 
In these reproaches, the ugliness of the cross confronts us          with the 
depth and seriousness of our sin. 

HYMN          “Holy God”        ELW 161 

 

Content, liturgy, and artwork from Sundays and Seasons.com © copyright 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted under Augsburg Annual License #SB148468. Any hymns reprinted from All Creation Sings and Evangelical 
Lutheran Worship all rights reserved, used by permission ONE LICENSE #A706889 or are public domain. Scripture 
quotations are taken from the New Revised Standard Version Updated Edition (NRSVUE) Copyright © 2021 National 
Council of Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. 
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Edison Lutheran Church    -   Welcoming.....Nurturing.....Serving 

Edison Lutheran Church  *  14201 Church Road, Bow, WA  98232  *  (360) 766-6920 
elcbow.org  Pastor John Guthridge  office@elcbow.org 

Scripture Readings for Easter Sunday, April 5th, are: 
 Acts 10:34-43   Colossians 3:1-4  Matthew 28:1-10   

About Holy Week… 
Holy week is the most important Ɵme of the church year. On Palm Sunday 

we commemorate Jesus’ final entry into Jerusalem. On Maundy Thursday we 
receive the forgiveness of Jesus and hear his command to love.  

On Good  Friday we face the depth of God’s love in the ugliness of the cross. 
And on Easter Sunday we hear with joy the message of the apostles:  

Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! 


