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Welcome to worship! 

Masks are welcome. If you are joining us from your car, 
please tune your radio to 98.7 FM or join us for the 
livestream via Facebook or our website, elcbow.org. 
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Welcome to Edison Lutheran Church 

BELL TOLL      

 

WELCOME AND GREETING   
 

PRELUDE        “Amazing Grace”      - arr. Fred Bock 

For the TEXT, see Hymn of the Day, p. 6. 

indicates the congregation stands as able 

Fourth Sunday in Lent 
March 15, 2026 

10:30 am 

Holy Communion 

Welcome to worship. 
If you are a visitor with us, thank you for being here. We invite you to sign our 

attendance book and the guest book in the Narthex.  Children are welcome in 
worship.  Children’s bulletins are available from the ushers. Also, Children’s Activity 

Bags, located in the back of the sanctuary on the right side to use during the service.  
We celebrate Holy Communion every Sunday and extend the invitation to all 

who are baptized to receive Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of sin. 

Prayer cards are available in the pews. If you have a prayer concern or a thanks that 
you would like included in the Prayers of the People, fill out the card and ushers will 
collect them from end of pews after Prayer of the Day.  

Gathering 
10:25 am Pre-Service Music for meditation and quiet gathering 
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 
 
 

AM In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C  Amen. 
 
AM Almighty God, 
  to whom all hearts are open, all desires known,  
  and from whom no secrets are hid:  
  cleanse the thoughts of our hearts  
  by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,  
  that we may perfectly love you  
  and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C  Amen. 
 
AM Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
AM Most merciful God, 
C  we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.  
  We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what  
  we have done and by what we have left undone.  
  We have not loved you with our whole heart;  
  we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  
  For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  
  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your  
  will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 
  Amen. 
 
P  In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us,  
  and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained  
  minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority,  
  I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins,  
  in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C  Amen. 
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 KYRIE                ELW Setting 1 



5 

 

 GREETING 
 

 P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
 and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 

 C And also with you. 
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 GATHERING HYMN   “O Christ, Your Heart Compassionate”  ELW 722 
 

   Verses 1, 2, and 3 
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continued on next page 

 PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 AM Bend your ear to our prayers, Lord Christ, and come among us. By 
your gracious life and death for us, bring light into the darkness of 
our hearts, and anoint us with your Spirit, for you live and reign 
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

  C Amen.      
 
  (Please pass prayer cards to the aisle.) 

Word 
FIRST READING             1 Samuel 16:1-13 
 

Samuel anointed David even though he was the eighth-oldest son of Jesse and did not match his 
brothers in height or other physical characteristics. With the anointing came endowment with 
the Spirit of the Lord, designating David as the Lord’s chosen successor to Saul.  

1 The Lord said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul? I have 

rejected him from being king over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set 

out; I will send you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I have provided for 

myself a king among his sons.” 2 Samuel said, “How can I go? If Saul hears 

of it, he will kill me.” And the Lord said, “Take a heifer with you and say, ‘I 

have come to sacrifice to the Lord.’ 3 Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will 

show you what you shall do, and you shall anoint for me the one whom I 

name to you.” 4 Samuel did what the Lord commanded and came to 

Bethlehem. The elders of the city came to meet him trembling and said, 

“Do you come peaceably?” 5 He said, “Peaceably. I have come to sacrifice 

to the Lord; sanctify yourselves and come with me to the sacrifice.” And 

he sanctified Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice. 

  6 When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely his anointed 

is now before the Lord.” 7 But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not look on his 
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continued on next page 

PSALM          Psalm 23 

You anoint my head with oil. (Ps. 23:5)  

 1 The Lord | is my shepherd; 
  I shall not | be in want. 
 2 The Lord makes me lie down | in green pastures 
  and leads me be- | side still waters. 

    I                                          I 

appearance or on the height of his stature, because I have rejected him, 

for the Lord does not see as mortals see; they look on the outward 

appearance, but the Lord looks on the heart.” 8 Then Jesse called Abinadab 

and made him pass before Samuel. He said, “Neither has the Lord chosen 

this one.” 9 Then Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he said, “Neither has 

the Lord chosen this one.” 10 Jesse made seven of his sons pass before 

Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse, “The Lord has not chosen any of 

these.” 11 Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all your sons here?” And he said, 

“There remains yet the youngest, but he is keeping the sheep.” And 

Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and bring him, for we will not sit down until he 

comes here.” 12 He sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy and had 

beautiful eyes and was handsome. The Lord said, “Rise and anoint him, for 

this is the one.” 13 Then Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in 

the presence of his brothers, and the spirit of the Lord came mightily upon 

David from that day forward. Samuel then set out and went to Ramah.  

 L   Word of God. Word of Life.   C    Thanks be to God. 
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SECOND READING                 Ephesians 5:8-14 
 
 

Because we now live in the divine light which is Jesus Christ, we conduct our lives in ways that 
reflect the light of Christ, so that our activity is truly pleasing to God.  

8 Once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Walk as 

children of light, 9 for the fruit of the light is found in all that is good and 

right and true. 10 Try to find out what is pleasing to the Lord. 11 Take no part 

in the unfruitful works of darkness; rather, expose them. 12 For it is shameful 

even to mention what such people do secretly, 13 but everything exposed by 

the light becomes visible, 14 for everything that becomes visible is light. 

Therefore it says, 

 “Sleeper, awake! 

  Rise from the dead, 

 and Christ will shine on you.”  

    L    Word of God. Word of Life.   C    Thanks be to God. 

 3 You restore my | soul, O Lord, 
  and guide me along right pathways | for your name’s sake. 
 4 Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall | fear 
no evil; 
  for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they | comfort me.  
 5 You prepare a table before me in the presence | of my enemies; 
  you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is | running over. 
 6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days | of my life, 
  and I will dwell in the house of the | Lord forever.  
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 GOSPEL ACCLAMATION              ELW Setting 1 

 HOLY GOSPEL                John 9:1-41 
  

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John the ninth chapter. 

C Glory to you, O Lord. 

Jesus heals a man born blind, provoking a hostile reaction that he regards as spiritual 
blindness to the things of God.  
 
1 As [Jesus] walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2 His disciples 
asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born 
blind?” 3 Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he was 
born blind so that God’s works might be revealed in him. 4 We must work 
the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming, when no 
one can work. 5 As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” 6 
When he had said this, he spat on the ground and made mud with the 
saliva and spread the mud on the man’s eyes, 7 saying to him, “Go, wash in 
the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). Then he went and washed and 
came back able to see. 8 The neighbors and those who had seen him 
before as a beggar began to ask, “Is this not the man who used to sit and 
beg?” 9 Some were saying, “It is he.” Others were saying, “No, but it is 
someone like him.” He kept saying, “I am he.” 10 But they kept asking him, 
“Then how were your eyes opened?” 11 He answered, “The man called 
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continued on next page 

Jesus made mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and 
wash.’ Then I went and washed and received my sight.” 12 They said to him, 
“Where is he?” He said, “I do not know.” 
 
  13 They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been 
blind. 14 Now it was a Sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened 
his eyes. 15 Then the Pharisees also began to ask him how he had received 
his sight. He said to them, “He put mud on my eyes. Then I washed, and 
now I see.” 16 Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for 
he does not observe the Sabbath.” Others said, “How can a man who is a 
sinner perform such signs?” And they were divided. 17 So they said again to 
the blind man, “What do you say about him? It was your eyes he opened.” 
He said, “He is a prophet.” 
  18 The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his 
sight until they called the parents of the man who had received his sight 19 
and asked them, “Is this your son, who you say was born blind? How then 
does he now see?” 20 His parents answered, “We know that this is our son 
and that he was born blind, 21 but we do not know how it is that now he 
sees, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will 
speak for himself.” 22 His parents said this because they were afraid of the 
Jews, for the Jews had already agreed that anyone who confessed Jesus to 
be the Messiah would be put out of the synagogue. 23 Therefore his 
parents said, “He is of age; ask him.” 
  24 So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and 
they said to him, “Give glory to God! We know that this man is a sinner.” 25 
He answered, “I do not know whether he is a sinner. One thing I do know, 
that though I was blind, now I see.” 26 They said to him, “What did he do to 
you? How did he open your eyes?” 27 He answered them, “I have told you 
already, and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do 
you also want to become his disciples?” 28 Then they reviled him, saying, 
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CHILDREN’S SERMON        Pastor John Guthridge 
 

 

SERMON              Pastor John Guthridge 

“You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. 29 We know that God 
has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where he 
comes from.” 30 The man answered, “Here is an astonishing thing! You do 
not know where he comes from, yet he opened my eyes. 31 We know that 
God does not listen to sinners, but he does listen to one who worships him 
and obeys his will. 32 Never since the world began has it been heard that 
anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind. 33 If this man were not 
from God, he could do nothing.” 34 They answered him, “You were born 
entirely in sins, and are you trying to teach us?” And they drove him out. 
 
  35 Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him he 
said, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?” 36 He answered, “And who is he, 
sir? Tell me, so that I may believe in him.” 37 Jesus said to him, “You have 
seen him, and the one speaking with you is he.” 38 He said, “Lord, I 
believe.” And he worshiped him. 39 Jesus said, “I came into this world for 
judgment, so that those who do not see may see and those who do see 
may become blind.” 40 Some of the Pharisees who were with him heard 
this and said to him, “Surely we are not blind, are we?” 41 Jesus said to 
them, “If you were blind, you would not have sin. But now that you say, 
‘We see,’ your sin remains.”  
 
  P   The Gospel of the Lord.   C   Praise to you, O Christ. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY  “Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound”  ELW 779 
         All Verses         
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 APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
   creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
  born of the virgin Mary, 
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died, and was buried; 
  he descended to the dead.* 
  On the third day he rose again; 
  he ascended into heaven,  
  he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
  and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
   the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 
   the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 
   and the life everlasting.   

    Amen.   *Or, “he descended into hell,” another translation of this text in widespread use. 

 PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

 
. 

                 AM  Hear us, O God.  C    Your mercy is great. 

Meal 
THE OFFERING  The ministry of Edison Lutheran Church is 

financially supported entirely by the donations of members and visitors.  
Your gift furthers this congregation’s ministry to those in need, helps 
foster fellowship, and promotes the spread of the life-giving gospel of 
Jesus Christ. Donations may be put in the offering plate, sent by mail, or 
given online by visiting our website or scanning the QR code to the right. 
We appreciate your generosity! 
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 THE PEACE IS SHARED      
 

   AM The peace of the Lord be with you all. C And also with you. 
 

The peace is shared with one another with the words, 
“The peace of the Lord,” or similar words. 

OFFERTORY “There Is a Balm in Gilead”  - William L. Dawson 

Soloist: AnnaLaurie Wattson Lamb  
 

      Congregation remains seated while offering is collected.    

REFRAIN: 
 There is a balm in Gilead, to make the wounded whole, 
 There is a balm in Gilead, to heal the sinsick soul. 
 
1.  Sometimes I feel discouraged, And think my works in vain,  
  But then the Holy Spirit revives my soul again.  REFRAIN 
 
2. If you cannot sing like angels, if you cannot preach like Paul,  
  You can tell the love of Jesus, and say "He died for all." REFRAIN 

 THE OFFERTORY PRAYER 
 

P  Let us pray.  
 

C  Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from the 
earth and nourish your whole creation. Turn our hearts toward 
those who hunger in any way, that all may know your care;  
and prepare us now to feast on the bread of life, Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord. 

   Amen. 
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 THE GREAT THANKSGIVING         ELW Setting 1 

COMMUNION   All who are baptized in the common faith of Jesus Christ 

crucified are welcome to receive communion. We believe that the body and blood of our 
Lord is truly present in the sharing of bread and wine. Children are welcome to commune 
at the discretion of their parents. Those who do not receive the bread and wine are 
welcome to receive a blessing. White grape juice is also available. 
If you desire to commune at the altar rail: Holy Communion at the altar is served in 
groups. To prevent crowding, please wait in your place until directed by the Ushers. Be 
sure to bring your cup with you. At the altar rail, you'll be served a small piece of bread 
and have wine or grape juice poured into your cup. After you have communed, wait for 
the pastor to dismiss you back to your place. 
If coming forward is difficult: Please let an usher know that you would like to receive 
communion at your seat. After those coming to the altar have been served, Pastor will 
bring communion to you at your seat.  

P “It is indeed right, our duty and our joy ..... 
 
      ….  We praise your name and join their unending hymn:....” 
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  Holy, Holy, Holy                ELW Setting 1 

P  In the night in which he was betrayed ….......… 

               Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 LORD’S PRAYER 
~ Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
      thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
         on earth as it is in heaven. 
~ Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
        who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
~ For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
     forever and ever.  Amen.    
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HYMNS DURING COMMUNION    

“Lamb of God”                  ELW Setting 1 

“Christ, Be Our Light”          -  ELW 715 

“I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light” -  ELW 815 

“Shepherd Me, O God”        -  ELW 780 Director will sing  
             the LEADER parts; ALL sing REFRAIN.  

“Take, Oh, Take Me as I Am”     -  ELW 814 REPEAT 

“Lead Me, Guide Me”        -  ELW 768 

“Be Thou My Vision”        -  ELW 793         

“In the Cross of Christ I Glory”      -  ELW 324 

POST COMMUNION BLESSING 

P  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you 
and keep you in his grace now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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SENDING  
 

 AM   Go in peace. Believe the good news. 
 

 C   Thanks be to God.  

POSTLUDE:       “Andante”      - John Stanley 

   
 

Congregation remains standing, but sits as the cross passes them by. 

Scripture Readings for next Sunday, March 22nd, are: 

Ezekiel 37:1-14    Psalm 130  Romans 8:6-11   John 11:1-45 

Sending 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 BENEDICTION 

P  The Lord bless you and keep you. 
  The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 
  The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. 
C Amen. 

 

Content, liturgy, and artwork from Sundays and Seasons.com © copyright 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted under Augsburg Annual License #SB148468. Any hymns reprinted from All Creation Sings and Evangelical 
Lutheran Worship all rights reserved, used by permission ONE LICENSE #A706889 or are public domain. Scripture 
quotations are taken from the New Revised Standard Version Updated Edition (NRSVUE) Copyright © 2021 National 
Council of Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. 
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Edison Lutheran Church    -   Welcoming.....Nurturing.....Serving 

Edison Lutheran Church,  14201 Church Road, Bow, WA  98232  

office@elcbow.org  (360) 766-6920  elcbow.org 
 Pastor John Guthridge   

Thank you to all who serve in worship! 

 
 
  

Serving Sunday 
March 15 

Serving Next Sunday 
March 22 

Presiding Minister Pastor John Guthridge Pastor John Guthridge 

Music Ministers 
Barbara Fredrickson 
Peter Blau Ormsby 

Barbara Fredrickson 
Peter Blau Ormsby 

Assisting Minister Eva Kllogjeri Bonnie Bowers 

Acolyte Cameron Dahl Brayden Kress 

Lector Terri Olsen Jenifer Troxel 

Greeters Keith & Christie Peterson 
Judy Sheahan 
Kathy Shoop 

Ushers 
Brad Wyman 
Darla Jensen 

Mark Johnson 
Stephanie Knutzen 

Altar Guild 
Judy Sheahan 
Kay Zielinski 

Kay Zielinski 
Debbie Conijn 

Fellowship Hosts 
Anne & Bob Kuntz 

Stephanie & Jeff Knutzen 
Brenda Geary 

Christie & Keith Peterson 
Inger & Scott Conner 

Irene Fadden 

Flowers Lent - no flowers Lent - no flowers 

Council 
Member of the Day 

Brenda Geary Larry Forsythe 


