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Welcome to Edison Lutheran Church

Third Sunday of Advent
December 14, 2025
10:30 am

Welcome to worship!

Masks are welcome. If you are joining us from your car,
please tune your radio to 98.7 FM or join us for the
livestream via Facebook or our website,

elcbow.org.



Welcome to Edison Lutheran Church
Holy Communion

Third Sunday of Advent

December 14, 2025
10:30 am

Welcome to worship.

If you are a visitor with us, thank you for being here. We invite you to sign our
attendance book and the guest book in the Narthex. Children are welcome in
worship. Children’s bulletins are available from the ushers. Also, Children’s Activity

Bags, located in the back of the sanctuary on the right side to use during the service.
We celebrate Holy Communion every Sunday and extend the invitation to all
who are baptized to receive Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of sin.

@ indicates the congregation stands as able

Prayer cards are available in the pews. If you have a prayer concern or a thanks that
you would like included in the Prayers of the People, fill out the card and ushers will
collect them from end of pews after Prayer of the Day.

Gathering

10:25 am Pre-Service Music for meditation and quiet gathering

BELL TOLL
WELCOME AND GREETING
PRELUDE “Now the Heavens Start to Whisper”

(tune: Suo Gan) - setting, Lynette L. Maynard

For the TEXT, see Offertory, p. 12.
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¢ CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

AM In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

AM God of all mercy and consolation,
come to the aid of your people,
turning us from our sin to live for you alone.
Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that,
attentive to your Word, we may confess our sins,
receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of your Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord.
C Amen.

AM Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

AM Gracious God,

C have mercy on us.
We confess that we have turned from you
and given ourselves into the power of sin.
We are truly sorry and humbly repent.
In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown,
things we have done and things we have failed to do.
Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit,
so that we may live and serve you in newness of life
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us,
and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and
ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, |
therefore declare unto you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in
the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen.



THE ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING

"Hope Is a Star” - Brian Wren/Joel Raney

THIRD SUNDAY - JOY
Responsive Litany

In this season of Advent, we remember that Christ's coming will bring us great joy.
For those who are suffering and in need

Christ will bring us great joy.

For those who have experienced personal loss
Christ will bring us great joy.

For those who battle daily with inner demons
Christ will bring us great joy.

For those who endure deep disappointment
Christ will bring us great joy.
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© 2022 Hope Publishing Company, www.hopepublishing.com

All rights reserved.

!The Publisher grants permission to reproduce this part for Congregational singing.

¢ GREETING

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C And also with you.



¢ ADVENT HYMN  “Come Now, O Prince of Peace” ELW 247

All Verses
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1 Come now, O Prince of peace, make us one bod - y.
2 Come now, O God of love, make us one bod - y.
3 Come now and set us free, O God, our Sav - ior.
4 Come, Hope of u - ni - ty, make wus  one bod - .
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Come, O  Lord Je - sus, rec - on - cile  your peo - ple.
Come, O Lord Je - sus, rec - on - cile  your peo - ple.
Come, O Lord Je - sus, rec - on - cile  all na - tions.
Come, O Lord Je - sus, rec -on-cile all na - tions.
Text: Geonyong Lee, b. 1947; tr. Marion Pope
Music: 0SOSO, Geonyong Lee, b. 1947
Text and music © Geonyong Lee
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¢ PRAYER OF THE DAY

AM  Let us pray.
Stir up the wills of all who look to you, Lord God, and strengthen our
faith in your coming, that, transformed by grace, we may walk in your
way; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.

(Please pass prayer cards to the aisle.)



Word

FIRST READING

Isaiah 35:1-10

The prophet describes the return from the Babylonian captivity as a joyous procession to Zion.
God'’s coming reign will bring a renewal of creation in which health and wholeness will be

restored. There is no need for fear, for God is coming to save.

! The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad;
the desert shall rejoice and blossom;

like the crocus it shall blossom abundantly
and rejoice with joy and shouting.

The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it,
the majesty of Carmel and Sharon.

They shall see the glory of the LORD,
the majesty of our God.]

3 Strengthen the weak hands
and make firm the feeble knees.
*Say to those who are of a fearful heart,
“Be strong, do not fear!
Here is your God.
He will come with vengeance,
with terrible recompense.
He will come and save you.”

>Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened,
and the ears of the deaf shall be opened;
®then the lame shall leap like a deer,

and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy.

For waters shall break forth in the wilderness
and streams in the desert;
" the burning sand shall become a pool
and the thirsty ground springs of water;
the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp;
the grass shall become reeds and rushes.
® A highway shall be there,
and it shall be called the Holy Way;

continued on next page



the unclean shall not travel on it,
but it shall be for God’s people;
no traveler, not even fools, shall go astray.
?No lion shall be there,
nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it;
they shall not be found there,
but the redeemed shall walk there.
% And the ransomed of the LORD shall return
and come to Zion with singing;
everlasting joy shall be upon their heads;
they shall obtain joy and gladness,
and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.

L Word of God. Word of Life. C Thanks be to God.
PSALM Psalm 146:5-10
The Lovd lifts up those who are bowed down. (Ps. 146:8)
9
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>Happy are they who have the God of Jacob ' for their help,
whose hope is in the I LorD their God;
® who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that lis in them;
who keeps promis- | es forever;
’who gives justice to those who are oppressed, and food to ' those who hunger.
The LORD sets the ! captive free.
¥ The LORD opens the eyes of the blind; the LORD lifts up those who | are bowed
down;
the LORD ! loves the righteous.
®The LORD cares ! for the stranger;
the LORD sustains the orphan and widow, but frustrates the way | of the wicked.
' The Lorb shall ! reign forever,
your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. ' Hallelujah!
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SECOND READING James 5:7-10

In anticipation of the Lord’s coming, Christians are called upon to cultivate patience rather than
discontent.

"Be patient, therefore, brothers and sisters, until the coming of the Lord.
The farmer waits for the precious crop from the earth, being patient with
it until it receives the early and the late rains. ® You also must be patient.
Strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is near. ° Brothers and
sisters, do not grumble against one another, so that you may not be
judged. See, the Judge is standing at the doors! ° As an example of

suffering and patience, brothers and sisters, take the prophets who spoke
in the name of the Lord.

L Word of God. Word of Life. C Thanks be to God.

CHRISTMAS PAGEANT Sunday School Children




¢HYMN OF THE DAY “Prepare the Royal Highway” ELW 264
All Verses
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1 Pre - pare the roy - al high - way; the King of kings is near!
2 God’s peo - ple, see him com - ing: your own e - ter - nal king!
3 Then fling the gates wide o - pen to greet your prom-ised Kking!
4 His is no earth -ly king - dom; it comes from heav’n a - bove
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Ho - san-na to the Lord, for he ful-fills God’s word!

Text: Frans Mikael Franzén, 1772-1847; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship
Music: BEREDEN VAG FOR HERRAN, Swedish folk tune, 17th cent.
Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress




¢ NICENE CREED

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

*Or, “who proceeds from the Father.” The phrase “and the Son” is a later addition to the creed.

¢ PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
AM  God of grace, €  hear our prayer.
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Meal

¢ THE PEACE IS SHARED
AM The peace of the Lord be with you all. € And also with you.

The peace is shared with one another with the words,
“The peace of the Lord,” or similar words.

OFFERTORY: Choral Anthem “Now the Heavens Start to Whisper”

- Mary Louise Bringle / arr. Thomas Keesecker
Congregation remains seated while offering is collected.

TEXT: 1 Now the heavens start to whisper,
as the veil is growing thin.
Earth from slumber wakes to listen
to the stirring, faint within:
seed of promise, deeply planted,
child to spring from Jesse's stem!
Like the soil beneath the frostline,
hearts grow soft to welcome him.

2 Heavy clouds that block the moonlight
now begin to drift away.
Diamond brilliance through the darkness
shines the hope of coming day.
Christ, the morning star of splendor,
gleams within a world grown dim.
Heaven's ember fans to fullness;
hearts grow warm to welcome him.

3 Christ, eternal Sun of justice,
Christ, the rose of wisdom's seed,
come to bless with fire and fragrance
hours of yearning, hurt, and need.
In the lonely, in the stranger,
in the outcast, hid from view;
Child who comes to grace the manger,
teach our hearts to welcome you.

11



¢ THE OFFERTORY PRAYER

P Let us pray.

C Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your
goodness you have blessed us with these gifts: our selves,
our time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we have
gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one
who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

THE OFFERING  7he ministry of Edison Lutheran Church is

financially supported entirely by the donations of members and visitors. E- - E
Your gift furthers this congregation’s ministry to those in need, helps . . .
foster fellowship, and promotes the spread of the life-giving gospel of

Jesus Christ. Donations may be put in the offering plate, sent by mail, or Eil'
given online by visiting our website or scanning the QR code to the right.

We appreciate your generosity!

¢ THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
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Lift up your  hearts. We lift them to  the Lord.
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Let us give thanks  to the Lord our God.
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

12 continued on next page



Holy, Holy, Holy ELW 190
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Ho-san-na in the high - est, ho-san-na in the high - est.

Music: Deutsche Messe, Franz Schubert, 1797-1828; adapt. Richard Proulx, b. 1937
Adapt. © 1985, 1989 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638 www.giamusic.com
800.442.3358 All rights reserved. Used by permission.

P

In the night in which he was betrayed

Do this for the remembrance of me.
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¢ LORD’S PRAYER
P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught:

~ Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
~ Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
~ For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

COMMUNION 4l who are baptized in the common faith of Jesus Christ
crucified are welcome to receive communion. We believe that the body and blood of our
Lord is truly present in the sharing of bread and wine. Children are welcome to commune
at the discretion of their parents. Those who do not receive the bread and wine are
welcome to receive a blessing. White grape juice is also available.

If you desire to commune at the altar rail: Holy Communion at the altar is served in
groups. To prevent crowding, please wait in your place until directed by the Ushers. Be
sure to bring your cup with you. At the altar rail, you'll be served a small piece of bread
and have wine or grape juice poured into your cup. After you have communed, wait for
the pastor to dismiss you back to your place.

If coming forward is difficult: Please let an usher know that you would like to receive
communion at your seat. After those coming to the altar have been served, Pastor will
bring communion to you at your seat.
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HYMNS DURING COMMUNION

"

We Are Waiting for Jesus” ACS 905
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1 We are wait - ing for Je - sus; Je - sus brings peace.
2 We are wait - ing for Je - sus; Je - sus brings peace.
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Sun of jus - tice,

shine up-on us;
Lov-ing Shep-herd, walk be-side us;

we are trust - ing
stir our hearts, and gent-ly guide us.

in your prom-ise.

0y -

T+ ——F T+
\J i L= 4 ‘_J:/‘_ [7) pd ¥ d-
We are wait - ing for Je - sus; Je - sus brings peace.
We are wait - ing for Je - sus; Je - sus brings peace.
Text: John Helgen, b. 1957
Music: JESUS BRINGS PEACE, John Helgen
Text and music © 2013 Augsburg Fortress
“Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus” - ELW 254
“All Earth Is Hopeful” - ELW 266
"He Came Down"” - ELW 253
“The King Shall come” - ELW 260
"O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” - ELW 257
"Comfort, Comfort Now My People” - ELW 256
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POST COMMUNION BLESSING

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you
and keep you in his grace, now and forever.
C Amen.
ANNOUNCEMENTS

¢ BENEDICTION

P The peace of God,
Father, 9F Son, and Holy Spirit,

keep your hearts and your minds
in Christ Jesus.

C Amen.

16
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¢SENDING HYMN  “People, Look East” ELW 248
Verses 1, 2, and 3
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1 Peo - ple, look east. The time is near of the crown-ing
2 Fur - rows, be glad. Though earth is bare, one more seed s
3 Stars, keep the watch. When night is dim, one more light the
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trim  the hearth and set the ta - Dble. Peo-ple, look
that in course the flowr may flour - ish. Peo- ple, look
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east, and sing to - day— Love, the Guest, is on the way.
cast, and sing to - day— Love, the Rose, is on the  way.
east, and sing to - day— Love, the Star, is on the way.
cast, and sing to - day— Love, the Lord, is on the  way.

Text: Eleanor Farjeon, 1881-1965
Music: BESANCON, French carol
Text © Miss E. Farjeon Will Trust, by permission of David Higham Associates.




¢ SENDING

AM Go in peace. Keep awake.
C  Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE  “Intonation to People, Look East” - Wayne L. Wold

1

Ya/b
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Content, liturgy, and artwork from Sundays and Seasons.com © copyright 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted under Augsburg Annual License #SB148468. Any hymns reprinted from All Creation Sings and Evangelical
Lutheran Worship all rights reserved, used by permission ONE LICENSE #A706889 or are public domain. Scripture
quotations are taken from the New Revised Standard Version Updated Edition (NRSVUE) Copyright © 2021 National
Council of Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.
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Thank you to all who serve in worship!

Serving Sunday
December 14

Serving Next Sunday
December 21

Presiding Minister

Pastor John Guthridge

Pastor John Guthridge

Music Ministers

Barbara Fredrickson
Peter Blau Ormsby

Barbara Fredrickson
Peter Blau Ormsby

Assisting Minister

Mandy Englund

Chris Omdal

Acolyte

Cameron Dahl

Drake Conner

Lector

Laura Engebretsen

Susie Forsythe

Greeters

Judy Sheahan
RuthAnne Pocock

Cheryl Conner
Linda Johnson

Ushers

Dan & Patsy Martin

Susie & Larry Forsythe

Altar Guild

Debbie Lisser
Janet Wyman

Debbie Conijn
Judy Sheahan

Fellowship Hosts

Parish Life Committee

Jeff & Stephanie Knutzen
Judi & Jerry Butterfield
Tom & Judy Sheahan

Flowers

Altar Guild

Altar Guild

Council
Member of the Day

Dennis Jensen

Jim Zielinski
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Edison Lutheran Church - Welcoming..... Nurturing.....Serving

Scripture Readings for next Sunday, December 21st, are:

Isaiah 7:10-16 Psalm 180:1-7, 17-19 Romans 1:1-7 Matthew 1:18-25

Edison Lutheran Church, 14201 Church Road, Bow, WA 98232

office@elcbow.org (360) 766-6920 elcbow.org
Pastor John Guthridge
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