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March 30, 2025 
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Welcome to worship! 
Masks are welcome. If you are joining us from your car, 
please tune your radio to 98.7 FM or join us for the 
livestream via Facebook or our website, elcbow.org. 
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Welcome to Edison Lutheran Church 

Gathering 
10:25 am  Pre-Service Music for meditation and quiet gathering. 

BELL TOLL      
 

WELCOME AND GREETING   
   

PRELUDE        “Passion Chorale”   - Max Reger   
For the TEXT, see Hymn of the Day, p. 12. 

indicates the congregation stands as able 

Fourth Sunday in Lent 
March 30, 2025 

10:30 am 

Holy Communion 

Welcome to worship. 
If you are a visitor with us, thank you for being here. We invite you to sign our 

attendance book and the guest book in the Narthex.  Children are welcome in 
worship.  Children’s bulletins are available from the ushers. Also, Children’s Activity 

Bags, located in the back of the sanctuary on the right side to use during the service.  
We celebrate Holy Communion every Sunday and extend the invitation to all 

who are baptized to receive Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of sin. 

Prayer cards are available in the pews. If you have a prayer concern or a thanks that 
you would like included in the Prayers of the People, fill out the card and ushers will 
collect them from end of pews after Prayer of the Day.  
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 
 
 
 

AM  In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C   Amen.  
 
AM  Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and  
   from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts  
   by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love   
   you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our  
   Lord. 
C   Amen. 
 
AM  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
AM  Gracious God, 
C have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you 

and given ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry 
and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us our sins, 
known and unknown, things we have done and things we have 
failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, 
so that we may live and serve you in newness of life through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  

 Amen. 
 
P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, 

and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and 
ordained  minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I 
therefore declare unto you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in 
the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN    
 “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing”        ELW 807 

 

All Verses 
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continued on next page 

GREETING 
 

 P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
 and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 

 C And also with you. 

KYRIE                 ELW Setting 9 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

 AM God of compassion, you welcome the wayward, and you embrace 
us all with your mercy. By our baptism clothe us with garments of 
your grace, and feed us at the table of your love, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

  C Amen.           
        
(Please pass prayer cards to the aisle.) 
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9 The Lord said to Joshua, “Today I have rolled away from you the disgrace of
Egypt.” And so that place is called Gilgal to this day.

10While the Israelites were camped in Gilgal they kept the passover in the
evening on the fourteenth day of the month in the plains of Jericho. 11 On
the day a er the passover, on that very day, they ate the produce of the
land, unleavened cakes and parched grain. 12 The manna ceased on the day
they ate the produce of the land, and the Israelites no longer had manna;
they ate the crops of the land of Canaan that year.

 L   Word of God. Word of Life.   C    Thanks be to God. 

Word 
FIRST READING                Joshua 5:9-12 
By celebrating the Passover and eating the produce of the promised land instead of the 
miraculous manna that had sustained them in the desert, the Israelites symbolically bring their 
forty years of wilderness wandering to an end at Gilgal.  
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1 Happy are they whose transgressions | are forgiven,
and whose sin is | put away!

2 Happy are they to whom the L  im  | putes no guilt,
and in whose spirit there | is no guile! 

3While I held my tongue, my bones with | ered away,
because of my groaning | all day long.

4 For your hand was heavy upon me | day and night;
my moisture was dried up as in the | heat of summer.

5 Then I acknowledged my sin to you, and did not con | ceal my guilt.
I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the L .” Then you forgave me

the guilt | of my sin.
6 Therefore all the faithful will make their prayers to you in | me of trouble;

when the great waters over ow, they | shall not reach them. 
7 You are my hiding place; you preserve | me from trouble;
you surround me with shouts | of deliverance.

8 “I will instruct you and teach you in the way that | you should go;
I will guide you | with my eye.

9 Do not be like horse or mule, which have no | understanding;
who must be ed with bit and bridle, or else they will | not stay near you.”

10 Great are the tribula ons | of the wicked;
but mercy embraces those who trust | in the L .

11 Be glad, you righteous, and rejoice | in the L ;
shout for joy, all who are | true of heart.  

PSALM         Psalm 32 
Be glad, you righteous, and rejoice in the Lord. (Ps. 32:11)  

              I                                                               I 
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continued on next page 

SECOND READING              2 Corinthians 5:16-21 
One way to describe the gospel is the promise that in Christ everything is transformed into 
newness. All mistakes, all deliberate sins, all old history is reconciled with Christ’s resurrection. 
This is Paul’s strong message to the congregation in the city of Corinth.  

16 From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view;
even though we once knew Christ from a human point of view, we know
him no longer in that way. 17 So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new
crea on: everything old has passed away; see, everything has become
new! 18 All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ,
and has given us the ministry of reconcilia on; 19 that is, in Christ God was
reconciling the world to himself, not coun ng their trespasses against them,
and entrus ng the message of reconcilia on to us. 20 So we are
ambassadors for Christ, since God is making his appeal through us; we
entreat you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 21 For our sake he
made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the
righteousness of God.

L Word of God. Word of Life. C    Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION              ELW Setting 9 
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continued on next page 

HOLY GOSPEL               Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32
  

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke the fifteenth chapter. 
C Glory to you, O Lord. 

Jesus tells a parable about a son who ponders his father’s love only after he has spurned it. The 
grace he receives is beyond his hopes. That same grace is a crisis for an older brother who     
believes it is his obedience that has earned his place in the father’s home.  

1 Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen
to [Jesus.] 2 And the Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and saying,
“This fellow welcomes sinners and eats with them.”

3 So he told them this parable: 11b “There was a man who had two
sons. 12 The younger of them said to his father, ‘Father, give me the share of
the property that will belong to me.’ So he divided his property between
them. 13 A few days later the younger son gathered all he had and traveled
to a distant country, and there he squandered his property in dissolute
living. 14When he had spent everything, a severe famine took place
throughout that country, and he began to be in need. 15 So he went and
hired himself out to one of the ci zens of that country, who sent him to his
elds to feed the pigs. 16 He would gladly have lled himself with the pods

that the pigs were ea ng; and no one gave him anything. 17 But when he
came to himself he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired hands have bread
enough and to spare, but here I am dying of hunger! 18 I will get up and go
to my father, and I will say to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven
and before you; 19 I am no longer worthy to be called your son; treat me
like one of your hired hands.” ’ 20 So he set o and went to his father. But
while he was s ll far o , his father saw him and was lled with compassion;
he ran and put his arms around him and kissed him. 21 Then the son said to
him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; I am no longer
worthy to be called your son.’ 22 But the father said to his slaves, ‘Quickly,
bring out a robe—the best one—and put it on him; put a ring on his nger
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and sandals on his feet. 23 And get the fa ed calf and kill it, and let us eat
and celebrate; 24 for this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was
lost and is found!’ And they began to celebrate.

25 “Now his elder son was in the eld; and when he came and
approached the house, he heard music and dancing. 26 He called one of the
slaves and asked what was going on. 27 He replied, ‘Your brother has come,
and your father has killed the fa ed calf, because he has got him back safe
and sound.’ 28 Then he became angry and refused to go in. His father came
out and began to plead with him. 29 But he answered his father, ‘Listen! For
all these years I have been working like a slave for you, and I have never
disobeyed your command; yet you have never given me even a young goat
so that I might celebrate with my friends. 30 But when this son of yours
came back, who has devoured your property with pros tutes, you killed
the fa ed calf for him!’ 31 Then the father said to him, ‘Son, you are always
with me, and all that is mine is yours. 32 But we had to celebrate and
rejoice, because this brother of yours was dead and has come to life; he
was lost and has been found.’ ”

  P   The Gospel of the Lord.   C   Praise to you, O Christ. 

CHILDREN’S SERMON        Pastor John Guthridge 
 
SERMON              Pastor John Guthridge 
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HYMN OF THE DAY  “Our Father, We Have Wandered” ELW 606 
    All Verses    



13 

 

 APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
   creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
  born of the virgin Mary, 
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died, and was buried; 
  he descended to the dead.* 
  On the third day he rose again; 
  he ascended into heaven,  
  he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
  and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
   the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 
   the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 
   and the life everlasting.   

    Amen.   *Or, “he descended into hell,” another translation of this text in widespread use. 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

 
. 

                 AM  God in your mercy,  C    receive our prayer. 

Meal 
THE PEACE IS SHARED      

 

   AM The peace of the Lord be with you all. C And also with you. 
 

The peace is shared with one another with the words, 
“The peace of the Lord,” or similar words. 
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OFFERTORY HYMN    “As The Grains of Wheat”  ELW 465 

OFFERTORY   “Variation on Passion Chorale”   - John Carter  

THE OFFERTORY PRAYER 
 

P  Let us pray.  
 

C  Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your 
goodness you have blessed us with these gifts: our selves, 
our time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we have 
gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one 
who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  

  Amen. 

THE OFFERING  The ministry of Edison Lutheran Church is 
financially supported entirely by the donations of members and visitors.  
Your gift furthers this congregation’s ministry to those in need, helps 
foster fellowship, and promotes the spread of the life-giving gospel of 
Jesus Christ. Donations may be put in the offering plate, sent by mail, or 
given online by visiting our website or scanning the QR code to the right. 
We appreciate your generosity! 
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING         ELW Setting 9 

COMMUNION   All who are baptized in the common faith of Jesus Christ 
crucified are welcome to receive communion. We believe that the body and blood of our 
Lord is truly present in the sharing of bread and wine. Children are welcome to commune 
at the discretion of their parents. Those who do not receive the bread and wine are 
welcome to receive a blessing. White grape juice is also available. 
If you desire to commune at the altar rail: Holy Communion at the altar is served in 
groups. To prevent crowding, please wait in your place until directed by the Ushers. Be 
sure to bring your cup with you. At the altar rail, you'll be served a small piece of bread 
and have wine or grape juice poured into your cup. After you have communed, wait for 
the pastor to dismiss you back to your place. 
If coming forward is difficult: Please let an usher know that you would like to receive 
communion at your seat. After those coming to the altar have been served, Pastor will 
bring communion to you at your seat.  
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P  In the night in which he was betrayed ….......… 
               Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Holy, Holy, Holy                 ELW  Setting 9 

P “It is indeed right, our duty and our joy ..... 
 

      ….  We praise your name and join their unending hymn:....” 
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continued on next page 

HYMNS DURING COMMUNION    
“Lamb of God”                ELW Setting 9 

LORD’S PRAYER 
~ Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
      thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
         on earth as it is in heaven. 
~ Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
        who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
~ For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
     forever and ever.  Amen.    
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“Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound”  -  ELW 779 
“Softly and Tenderly Jesus Is Calling”   -  ELW 608 
“My Life Flows On in Endless Song”    -  ELW 763 
“Now the Silence”          -  ELW 460  
“All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly”     -  ELW 461 
“Bread of Life, Our Host and Meal”    -  ELW 464 

POST COMMUNION BLESSING 
P  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you 

and keep you in his grace now and forever. 
C Amen. 

Sending 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

BENEDICTION 
P  The Lord bless you and keep you. 
  The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 
  The Lord look upon you with favor and +  give you peace. 
C  Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN   “Restore in Us, O God”     ELW 328 
All Verses 

SENDING  
 

 AM   Go in peace. Christ is with you! 
 

 C   Thanks be to God!  

POSTLUDE     “Voluntary in D Minor”   - John Stanley    
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Thank you to all who serve in worship! 

 
 
  

Serving Sunday 
March 30 

Serving Next Sunday 
April 6 

Presiding Minister Pastor John Guthridge Pastor John Guthridge 

Music Ministers Barbara Fredrickson 
Peter Blau Ormsby 

Barbara Fredrickson 
Peter Blau Ormsby 

Assisting Minister Mark Johnson Will Benson 

Acolyte Jon Benson  

Lector Kris Merritt Mandy Englund 

Greeters Karson Englund 
Mark Johnson 

Shirley Brick 
Darla Jensen 

Ushers Mike & Jean Miller Keith & Christie Peterson 

Altar Guild RuthAnne Pocock 
Terri Olsen 

Nancy Nygren 
Debbie Conijn 

Fellowship Hosts Gary & Jenifer Troxel 
Katy Olson 

Larry & Susie Forsythe 
Rondi Peth 

Council 
Member of the Day AnnaLaurie Wattson Lamb Jean Miller 

Content, liturgy, and artwork from Sundays and Seasons.com © copyright 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted under Augsburg Annual License #SB148468. Any hymns reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship and All 
Creation Sings, all rights reserved, used by permission ONE LICENSE #A706889 or are public domain. Scripture 
quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright ©1989, Division of Christian Education of the 
National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.   

Scripture Readings for next Sunday, April 6, are: 
Isaiah 43:16-21    Psalm 126   Philippians 3:4b-14  John 12:1-8 


