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Continued on next page 

Dear People of God, 

AsÊyouÊmayÊhaveÊheard,ÊtheÊEdisonÊLutheranÊChurchÊcouncilÊmadeÊtheÊdifficultÊdecisionÊ
toÊwithdrawÊourÊsupportÊfromÊtheÊDanCraigÊschoolÊinÊTanzaniaÊatÊourÊSeptemberÊmee ng.ÊThisÊdecisionÊwasÊ
notÊmadeÊlightly;ÊitÊwasÊtheÊresultÊofÊseveralÊweeksÊofÊdiscussionÊandÊdelibera on. 

TheÊstoryÊofÊthisÊpartnershipÊgoesÊbackÊtoÊearlyÊ2022,ÊwhichÊfeelsÊlikeÊitÊwasÊaÊlife meÊago.ÊWeÊhadÊmovedÊ
backÊintoÊtheÊsanctuaryÊonlyÊaÊfewÊmonthsÊbefore,ÊandÊweÊwereÊs llÊfeelingÊourÊwayÊintoÊwhatÊitÊmeantÊtoÊbeÊ
inÊtheÊsameÊroomÊtogetherÊforÊworship.ÊTheÊdiscomfortÊandÊwarinessÊmanyÊofÊusÊfeltÊbeingÊindoorsÊagainÊwasÊ
beginningÊtoÊgiveÊwayÊtoÊtheÊexcitementÊofÊbeingÊableÊtoÊgreetÊpeopleÊfaceÊtoÊfaceÊandÊhearÊeachÊother’sÊ
voices.Ê 

ItÊwasÊalsoÊaÊstrangeÊ meÊfinancially.ÊGivingÊduringÊtheÊpandemicÊhadÊbeenÊexceedinglyÊgenerous,ÊandÊweÊ
foundÊourselvesÊwithÊaÊlotÊofÊmoneyÊsi ngÊinÊourÊbankÊaccountÊnotÊbeingÊused.ÊWeÊknewÊthatÊsi ngÊonÊaÊpileÊ
ofÊmoneyÊwasÊnotÊfaithfulÊstewardship,ÊandÊyetÊtheÊmoreÊweÊtriedÊtoÊspend,ÊtheÊmoreÊkeptÊcomingÊin! 

ItÊwasÊduringÊthisÊ meÊthatÊSusanÊCraigÊapproachedÊmeÊaskingÊifÊIÊknewÊofÊanyÊcharitableÊorganiza onsÊthatÊ
mayÊbeÊableÊtoÊhelpÊsupportÊaÊschoolÊinÊTanzaniaÊthatÊhadÊfallenÊonÊhardÊ mes.ÊWhileÊitÊhadÊnotÊoccurredÊtoÊ
herÊthatÊtheÊchurchÊmayÊwantÊtoÊgiveÊtoÊtheÊschool,ÊmyÊthoughtsÊimmediatelyÊwentÊtoÊtheÊcouncilÊdiscussionsÊ
regardingÊourÊmoneyÊsitua on.ÊTheÊmoreÊweÊlearnedÊaboutÊtheÊDanCraigÊschool,ÊtheÊmoreÊa rac veÊaÊ
partnershipÊitÊbecame.Ê 

SinceÊIÊhadÊsomeÊprofessionalÊconnec onsÊtoÊTanzaniaÊthroughÊmyÊpreviousÊSynod,ÊIÊwasÊableÊtoÊcontactÊwithÊ
PastorÊMosesÊofÊtheÊUlanga-KilomberoÊDioceseÊandÊaskÊforÊhisÊadviceÊregardingÊourÊsupportÊforÊtheÊschool.Ê
HeÊgraciouslyÊmadeÊtheÊmul -dayÊtripÊforÊus,ÊandÊtheÊstrengthÊofÊhisÊreportÊgaveÊusÊtheÊconfidenceÊweÊ
neededÊtoÊenterÊintoÊaÊfinancialÊpartnershipÊwithÊtheÊschool. 

OverÊtheÊfollowingÊyear,ÊweÊcon nuedÊtoÊreceiveÊreportsÊfromÊNaomi,ÊourÊprimaryÊcontactÊatÊtheÊschool,ÊandÊ
itÊwasÊamazingÊtoÊwitnessÊtheÊprogressÊthatÊwasÊbeingÊmade.ÊTheyÊwereÊableÊtoÊbuyÊuniformsÊandÊschoolÊ
equipment,ÊprovideÊmealsÊtoÊtheÊpoorestÊfamilies,ÊandÊevenÊbuildÊaÊdormitoryÊinÊpartnershipÊwithÊtheÊ
MaundersÊMcneilÊFounda on.ÊThingsÊseemedÊtoÊbeÊmovingÊalongÊsmoothly,ÊandÊweÊwereÊproudÊtoÊbeÊaÊpartÊ
ofÊsuchÊaÊfrui ulÊpartnership. 

ThingsÊchangedÊoverÊthisÊpastÊSummer.ÊAtÊtheÊendÊofÊJuly,ÊSusanÊCraigÊcontactedÊusÊtoÊinformÊusÊthatÊtheyÊ
wouldÊnoÊlongerÊbeÊsuppor ngÊtheÊschool.ÊItÊturnedÊoutÊthatÊNaomiÊhadÊnotÊbeenÊac velyÊpresentÊatÊtheÊ
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schoolÊforÊseveralÊmonthsÊfollowingÊanÊownershipÊdisputeÊwithÊherÊbrother.ÊSinceÊweÊhadÊbeenÊreceivingÊ
monthlyÊreportsÊfromÊherÊbrotherÊwhichÊindicatedÊthatÊsheÊwasÊanÊac veÊdecisionÊmakerÊatÊtheÊschool,ÊthisÊ
cameÊasÊaÊshock. 

OverÊtheÊnextÊseveralÊweeks,ÊweÊlookedÊintoÊtheÊsitua onÊatÊtheÊschoolÊbyÊcorrespondingÊwithÊNaomiÊandÊherÊ
brother,ÊasÊwellÊasÊwithÊPastorÊMosesÊwhoÊwasÊworkingÊtoÊreconcileÊtheÊtwoÊofÊthem.ÊIÊwon’tÊgoÊintoÊdetailsÊ
here,ÊbutÊwhileÊtheÊinforma onÊweÊgotÊwasÊconflic ng,ÊweÊlearnedÊenoughÊtoÊshakeÊourÊconfidenceÊinÊtheÊ
leadershipÊofÊtheÊschoolÊgoingÊforward.ÊWeÊcanÊnoÊlongerÊsayÊwithÊconfidenceÊthatÊtheÊmoneyÊweÊsendÊtoÊtheÊ
schoolÊwillÊbeÊusedÊinÊtheÊwayÊitÊhadÊbeenÊbefore,ÊandÊsoÊcouncilÊmadeÊtheÊdecisionÊtoÊendÊourÊsupport. 

AsÊyouÊcanÊimagine,ÊthisÊwasÊaÊpainfulÊdecisionÊtoÊmake,ÊandÊoneÊwhichÊdidÊnotÊcomeÊlightly.ÊThisÊhasÊbeenÊ
weighingÊheavilyÊonÊmyÊmindÊandÊmyÊheartÊforÊtheÊpastÊtwoÊmonths,ÊandÊIÊknowÊIÊamÊnotÊtheÊonlyÊoneÊforÊ
whomÊthisÊisÊtrue.ÊMakingÊtheseÊsortsÊofÊdecisionsÊisÊdifficultÊinÊanyÊsitua on,ÊandÊitÊisÊespeciallyÊsoÊwhenÊtheÊ
informa onÊisÊlimitedÊandÊconflic ng. 

OneÊofÊtheÊversesÊIÊhaveÊkeptÊreturningÊtoÊthroughoutÊthisÊprocessÊhasÊbeenÊtheÊoneÊfromÊMa hewÊwhichÊIÊ
quotedÊatÊtheÊtop.ÊInÊit,ÊJesusÊpreparesÊhisÊdisciplesÊforÊtheÊrealityÊofÊlivingÊfreelyÊandÊgenerouslyÊinÊthisÊworldÊ
corruptedÊbyÊsin.ÊWhileÊweÊareÊcommandedÊtoÊbeÊgenerousÊbeyondÊwhatÊisÊtypicallyÊexpected,ÊweÊalsoÊmustÊ
balanceÊourÊtrus ngÊgenerosityÊwithÊanÊopen-eyedÊawarenessÊofÊhowÊeasilyÊselfishÊdesiresÊ(especiallyÊourÊ
own!)ÊcanÊcreepÊin.Ê 

ThisÊisÊeasierÊsaidÊthanÊdone.ÊIÊamÊconvincedÊthatÊJesusÊcommandsÊusÊtoÊerrÊonÊtheÊsideÊofÊgenerosityÊwhenÊ
weÊmakeÊtheseÊdecisions,ÊyetÊitÊisÊs llÊnecessaryÊtoÊbeÊshrewdÊinÊourÊdecisionÊmaking.ÊWhileÊitÊisÊcertainlyÊ
be erÊtoÊbeÊtrickedÊoutÊofÊmoneyÊthanÊitÊisÊtoÊwithholdÊfromÊsomeoneÊinÊtrueÊneed,ÊitÊisÊbe erÊs llÊtoÊgiveÊourÊ
resourcesÊrightlyÊtoÊthoseÊwhoÊneedÊit,ÊandÊthatÊisÊwhatÊweÊmustÊstriveÊtoÊdo. 

EvenÊa erÊallÊthis,ÊIÊdoÊnotÊknowÊforÊcertainÊwhetherÊweÊgotÊthisÊoneÊright.ÊItÊisÊcertainlyÊpossibleÊweÊweighedÊ
theÊconflic ngÊinforma onÊweÊreceivedÊincorrectly.ÊRegardless,ÊIÊdoÊbelieveÊweÊhaveÊmadeÊtheÊbestÊdecisionÊ
weÊcanÊwithÊtheÊinforma onÊweÊhave.ÊItÊisÊpainfulÊtoÊsay,ÊbutÊweÊsimplyÊcanÊnoÊlongerÊsayÊwithÊconfidenceÊ
thatÊtheÊmoneyÊweÊsendÊwouldÊbeÊusedÊasÊitÊwasÊatÊtheÊbeginning. 

ThisÊdoesÊnotÊmeanÊthatÊourÊsupportÊoverÊtheÊpastÊtwoÊyearsÊwasÊaÊwaste.ÊAÊlotÊofÊgoodÊwasÊaccomplishedÊ
withÊtheÊfundsÊweÊhaveÊsent,ÊandÊthereÊhasÊbeenÊaÊtremendousÊimpactÊinÊtheÊlivesÊofÊtheseÊfamilies.ÊWhileÊ
recentÊeventsÊmayÊleaveÊaÊbi erÊtasteÊinÊourÊmouths,ÊtheyÊdoÊnotÊnegateÊtheÊsweetnessÊofÊwhatÊcameÊbefore. 

AsÊweÊmoveÊforward,ÊtheÊcouncilÊwillÊbeÊdiscussingÊwhatÊtoÊdoÊwithÊtheÊremainderÊofÊtheÊmoneyÊthatÊwasÊ
budgetedÊforÊtheÊDanCraigÊschool.ÊIfÊyouÊhaveÊanyÊques onsÊorÊconcerns,ÊpleaseÊdoÊnotÊhesitateÊtoÊcontactÊ
CouncilÊPresidentÊPatsyÊMar nÊorÊmyself. 

InÊtheÊmean me,ÊprayÊforÊtheÊleadershipÊofÊthisÊcongrega onÊasÊweÊcon nueÊtoÊdiscernÊtheÊbestÊpathÊ
forward.ÊPrayÊalsoÊforÊtheÊDanCraigÊschool,ÊourÊcontactsÊinÊTanzania,ÊandÊespeciallyÊforÊtheÊpoorÊfamiliesÊwhoÊ
wereÊservedÊbyÊit.ÊIÊdon’tÊknowÊwhatÊtheÊfutureÊwillÊbringÊforÊallÊofÊthem,ÊandÊIÊamÊprayingÊthatÊGodÊwillÊ
provideÊforÊthemÊinÊhealthyÊandÊlife-givingÊways.Ê 

EvenÊwhenÊtheÊwayÊforwardÊisÊshroudedÊinÊuncertainty,ÊweÊhaveÊaÊGodÊwhoseÊpromiseÊisÊcertainÊandÊsure.ÊAllÊ
weÊcanÊdoÊisÊplaceÊoneÊfootÊinÊfrontÊofÊtheÊotherÊasÊweÊtrustÊtheÊGodÊwhoÊseesÊallÊtoÊcarryÊusÊthrough. 

YourÊbrotherÊinÊChrist, 

PastorÊJohn 
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Please Join Us For Worship  
at  

Edison Lutheran Church 
Every Sunday at 10:30 am  

 

Church Financial Update for August 
 

August Giving: $22,605 (Thank you!) 

2024 Budget Goal Through August: $218,835 

2024 Total Giving Through August: $235,468 

 ($16,633 above goal. Yay!) 

The ministry of Edison Lutheran 
Church is financially supported 
entirely by the donations of 
members and visitors.  Your gift 
furthers this congregation’s 
ministry to those in need, helps 
foster fellowship, and promotes the 
spread of the life-giving gospel of 
Jesus Christ. Donations may be put in the offering 
plate, sent by mail, or given online by visiting our 
website or scanning the QR code to the right. We 
appreciate your generosity! 

Worship A endance 
   ÊÊÊ  ÊÊÊÊÊ  InÊPerson  OnlineÊ(liveÊandÊrecorded) 

 SeptemberÊ1:   ÊÊ86    75 
 SeptemberÊ8:Ê   ÊÊ122    59 
 SeptemberÊ15:Ê   ÊÊ114    45 
 SeptemberÊ22:   ÊÊ99    51     

 Average*:    ÊÊ105    58 
 

 *SeptemberÊ29ÊwillÊbeÊincludedÊnextÊmonth 

OUR CHURCH COUNCIL    2024—2025          *Committee Liaison 
Patsy Martin, President                     *Stewardship Cheryl Conner                            *Social Concerns 

Linda Tyler, Vice-President                  *Parish Life Judy Bendtsen                                   *Evangelism 

Christie Peterson, Secretary                        *P&M AnnaLaurie Wattson-Lamb        Worship & Music 

Jean Miller                                *Worship & Music John Johnson                       *Finance Committee 

Laura Engebretsen         Property & Management  Brenda Geary          *Youth & Christian Education 
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Salmon Dinner Fundraiser: Thursday, October 10th from 5-7 pm.  Please join us for some great 
food, great conversation, and to raise money for Helping Hands Foodbank and ELC Youth Group trip 
to Holden Village next spring. Invite your friends, families, strangers at the grocery store to come out 
and support these great causes! Let the church office know if you would like to volunteer to help with 
the dinner. See our full-page add on page 7. 

Thank you to everyone who filled backpacks for LWR! We need help packing up the LWR school 
kits. If you would like to help, join us Wednesday, October 2nd in the Fellowship Hall from 9 to 11 
am.  We will  also need a volunteer to drive them to Seattle in early November. Contact the 
church office if you would like to take the school kits to Seattle in November. 

New Website & Emails:  Due to our former webhosting service tripling their rates, we made the 
decision to change to a better alternative. While this will be better for us in the long run, it will take 
some time to get everything up to speed. 

What you need to know: 
· We have a new website (elcbow.org) and a new email (office@elcbow.org).  
· The old website address and email should still work for the next year or so. 
· Things might look messy for a while as we build the new website—feel free to contact us 

with suggestions for improvement! 

Blood Drive: We are hosting a Bloodworks Pop-up Blood Drive on October 3 & 4 in the Fellowship 
Hall.  You can make your blood donor appointment online:  BloodworksNW.org or even easier, call 
800-398-7888.  There is only one more opportunity to give this year, December 5 & 6.  Thank you 
for supporting this critical need! 

Josephine Caring Community Looking for Archivist: Josephine’s is recruiting of a volunteer 
archivist to organize documents and photographs spanning their 116-year history. All work is remote 
and no immediate deadline. They just want someone to capture and tell their story. For more 
information please contact Rev. Eileen Burdick at eileenb@josephinecc.com or 360-386-3231. 

Young Adult Addresses: It’s that time of year when our young adults are going away to college or 
internships.  The Care Team sends cards to our young adults who are away from their church family. 
We need to keep our list updated. Please let the church office know if your young adult is home 
for the summer or has moved. 

Halloween is almost here! Do you have extra candy? Whether it’s from over zealous kids with way 
too much candy or from not enough Trick-or-Treaters, a sweet treat is a real treat to the people we 
serve at Friendship House. Please put your goodies in the kettle labeled “Halloween Candy” in the 
Fellowship Hall.  Thank you! 

Young Adult Group: Everyone, high school through college age, are welcome. The group meets 
every Tuesday at 6:00 pm in the Fellowship Hall. Please join us and bring a friend or two for food, 
fun, and fellowship! 

Newsletter Deadline: Is there something missing from this newsletter? If you have information for 
the next Newsletter, please send it to the church office no later than Thursday, October 24th.  We 
are always looking for information from committees, partner ministries, and local events that our 
members are participating in...we love to support our congregation members! 

Free Notary Public Service: The Church Office offers free notary services. Call or email the church 
office to make an appointment. 

Edison Lutheran Church Announcements  
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Dear Edison Lutheran, Thank you for the scholarship to Camp Lutherwood. I had 
so much fun! My favorite activities were inner tubing and archery. I also really like 
campfire and the camp games. Swimming in the lake was really fun too. Thanks 
again for helping me have these fun memories. God Bless, Jacob Dahl (cousin of 
Cameron & Grady Dahl, friend of Trygve Knutzen) 

 

Dear Edison Lutheran Church, Thank you to all the people who prepared and served the 
reception for Jane Fraser! It was quite lovely. She is missed very much.  
         Thank you again, Pam Galloway 
 

Dear Edison Lutheran Church, Thank you so much for helping us make the Mt. Baker Bike 
Club’s Chuckanut Classic bike ride a success! It was a beautiful day to ride and your church 
made a great stop. Thank you, Merdie Muller, Mt Baker Bike Club 

*************************************************************************** 

Fellowship Hour at Edison 
If you have signed up to serve our coffee hour after worship on Sunday, please read this. 

First – thank you for helping Edison Lutheran in this way.  Many of our members enjoy 
visiting with other members after worship and it’s always nice to have refreshments while we 
visit.  There are always two households assigned to serve together.  When you see your 
name on the list please contact the other family to decide who is going to bring what.  
Traditionally we have crackers & cheese, fruit and cookies.  However, please feel free to be 
as creative as you want.  Just know that a full meal is not needed or expected.  Any form of 
refreshment is appreciated.   

If you cannot serve on the Sunday you are assigned, please find a replacement or a trade.  
Do not send in food, as part of the serving is making coffee, setting out juice and water, 
checking on when the plates need refilling and cleaning up after.  It is a lot for one family 
unit to have to do alone.   

There are directions for using the coffee maker and the dishwasher, but feel free to ask 
someone if you’re not sure how they work.  Please note: the coffee maker is connected to 
the water line...do not add water to the coffee maker. 

It is best if you arrive at church early to set up how you are going to serve your 
refreshments, make sure there is juice, get the coffee machine started and set out paper 
plates, napkins, cups and glasses.  Then leave worship a little early to have coffee and juice 
poured and food set out before people begin to come into the fellowship hall.  There is 
usually juice in the refrigerator and powered lemonade in the cupboard, but feel free to 
bring juice to serve. 

If your name has not come up for serving and you would like to be part of this service, 
please call Linda Johnson (360-708-2481) or the church office to get your name on the list.  
There is a list posted on the bulletin board by the food table plus the list Carrie has sent out 
via email and in the newsletter, so you can check ahead to see when you are serving.  If 
there is a problem with the date you are assigned, feel free to find someone to trade with, 
then call Linda or the church office to let them know of the change. 

Again, thank you for serving Edison Lutheran this way.  It is greatly appreciated. 



6 

 

Edison Lutheran Church Announcements, Cont. 
Calling all singers! The choir has started again! Join us Wednesdays at 6:30. We want to invite any 
and all interested folks to consider joining our wonderful choir. Whatever your voice part or ability, 
there is a place for you if you enjoy singing and working with a team to create something beautiful. 
We know that music is an essential part of worship at Edison and we need people to keep our choir 
strong and confident!     Make a joyful noise unto the Lord!  Psalm 100 

Skagit Valley Quilts of Valor: The mission of Quilts of Valor is to cover service members and 
veterans touched by war with comforting and healing Quilts of Valor. The group meets at the 
Burlington Senior Center on the 2nd & 4th Tuesday of the month from 9:30-2:30. Visit 
www.qofv.org for more information or contact Debbie Riegel-Yates at 360-420-5108 or email 
wildrose55@gmail.com.  

Christ in Our Home devotional booklets: We have the Oct-Dec Christ In Our Home booklets 
available. They are on the desk in the narthex or contact the church office.    

Sunday School 
It’s not too late to join our Sunday School classes held every Sunday at 9:00 am. 

Here is the lineup of our amazing teaching team: 

Pre-K and K: Brenda & Becca Geary 

1st-3rd: Stephanie Knutzen 

4th-6th: Sarah Dahl and Kali Howard 

Superintendent: Becca Geary 

Contact our superintendent, teachers, or the church office for more information.  

Playground Update 
We send a huge thank you to all the people who worked long and tirelessly to set up the 
playground and complete the ground work.  We are very close now. It looks to be complete but 
there is still work to do now on the ground, border, and fill.  We know everyone is anxious to get on 
it but the end is in sight. The fill is on order. Once it arrives, we have everything we need to complete 
it. Remember, the playground is not safe yet.  Thank you again for your patience while we make 
this a safe playground for everyone to enjoy! 

Helping Hands Leaders 2024: Event moved to January 18th, 2025, at McIntyre Hall from 5:00– 
9:00 pm, the Helping Hands Leaders 2024 event will focus on “Bold and Authentic Leadership” with 
special guest former Seattle Mariner, Edgar Martinez. Away from the field, Martinez and his wife 
Holly (T-Mobile VP of Diversity & Inclusion), are involved in numerous philanthropic endeavors 
including The Edgar Martinez Endowment for Muscular Dystrophy at the Seattle Children’s Hospital. 
They also support organizations such as Make-A-Wish, Wishing Star, Big Brothers Big Sisters, Boys & 
Girls Clubs of America, and Mariners Care. Go to helpinghandsfoodbank.org/leaders/ for more 
information or contact the church office. 
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The bird feeders around Josephine Caring Community provide residents joy and a source of 
connection to something beyond the walls of their facility. There are 15 and at times as many as 30 
feeders to fill weekly. If you are interested in being a feeder filler once a month for about 2 
hours please contact Anne or Bob Kuntz.  You can also participate by donating birdseed of any kind 
in any quantity. The seed can be left on the table in the narthex.  No suet please, just seeds. 

Josephine’s Caring Community: JCC needs the following items: reading glasses (2.5 magnification 
or greater); washable wool yarn; new hand towels; travel sized toiletries; and birdseed. Please place 
items in the box in the Narthex. We also have this shopping list by the box to take with you on your 
next shopping trip. 
Youth Group: Everyone high school through college age youth are welcome. The group will meet 
Tuesday 6:00 pm-8:00 pm in the Fellowship Hall. We are looking for a few adults to help with 
food and to attend gatherings.  

Gift Cards Needed: No time to volunteer? No worries. Family Promise needs gift cards for Walmart 
and Fred Meyer to give to their guests who need clothing, gas, and other essentials. Feel free to send 
gift cards directly to Family Promise or give them to the greeters at church. We will get them to 
Family Promise. 
We need at least 30 dozen cookies on the last Monday of every month for our Friendship 
House dinners.  Home baked or store bought cookies. Please let us know how many cookies you 
made by signing the sheet on the bulletin board in the Fellowship Hall.  We would also appreciate 
it if you marked your container with how many cookies are in each container. Bring the cookies in 
clearly marked freezer containers and leave them in the freezer in the small room to the left as you 
enter the Sunday School building.  Your empty containers will be left on the small table in the 
Fellowship Hall by the coat rack, for you to pick up and use again. Thank you for all the cookies! 
Care Team:  We have a number of Edison Lutheran members who are living alone or in care centers.  
We also have young adults living away from home. They would all really appreciate a card from 
you or your children. Please send them a card. Everyone likes getting mail and knowing that others 
are thinking of them.  Something in their mail can really brighten their day. Contact the church office 
for names and addresses. Please let the office know if you someone you know needs a card. 

Flowers for the Altar:  We welcome beautiful flowers for the altar. The flower chart signup is in the 
Fellowship Hall or let the church office know if you can provide flowers for the altar. Thank you for 
signing up! 

Sharing Shelf: The Sharing Shelf is getting lots of use. It’s time to restock. Please consider giving 
items as a meal like pasta, sauce, and canned beans. It will make it easier for our friends to make a 
meal. Place items in the grocery cart. Thank you!  Our grocery cart is a great way to get food directly 
to those who need it. 

Did You Know? The church has money available to pay for food to prepare meals for Family Promise 
and Friendship House. If you would like to make dinner for these partner ministries, but would like to 
be reimbursed for the food, contact the church office. We don’t want paying for food to stop anyone 
from volunteering! 

Halloween is almost here! Do you have extra candy? Whether it’s from over zealous kids with way 
too much candy or from not enough Trick-or-Treaters, a sweet treat is a real treat to the people we 
serve at Friendship House. Please put your goodies in the kettle labeled “Halloween Candy” in the 
Fellowship Hall.  Thank you! 

Edison Lutheran Church Volunteer Opportunities 
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Continued on next page 

From the Bishop: 

ItÊsome mesÊcomesÊasÊaÊsurpriseÊtoÊpeople,ÊbutÊtheÊNorthwestÊWashingtonÊSynodÊisÊ
aÊcompanionÊsynodÊwithÊtheÊEvangelicalÊLutheranÊChurchÊinÊEuropeanÊRussiaÊ

(ELCER).ÊForÊseveralÊyearsÊmanyÊofÊourÊcongrega onsÊ–ÊatÊoneÊ meÊalmostÊtwentyÊ–ÊwereÊconnectedÊ
toÊLutheranÊcongrega onsÊinÊRussiaÊtoÊshareÊideas,ÊfundÊcertainÊprojects,ÊlearnÊaboutÊoneÊanother,Ê
and,ÊmostÊimportantly,ÊbuildÊrela onshipsÊwithÊourÊLutheranÊsiblingsÊinÊRussia.ÊUnfortunately,ÊmanyÊ
ofÊtheseÊrela onshipsÊhaveÊfalteredÊorÊbrokenÊdownÊinÊtheÊlastÊfewÊyears.ÊHowever,ÊrecentlyÊIÊwasÊ
fortunateÊtoÊmeetÊupÊwithÊsomeÊofÊourÊRussianÊLutheranÊsiblingsÊandÊIÊamÊexcitedÊaboutÊnewÊ
possibili esÊandÊnewÊrela onships. 

BeforeÊIÊtellÊyouÊaboutÊmyÊrecentÊtrip,ÊletÊmeÊfirstÊgiveÊyouÊsomeÊhistoryÊaboutÊtheÊLutheranÊChurchÊinÊ
Russia.ÊSinceÊtheÊProtestantÊReforma on,ÊthereÊhasÊbeenÊaÊLutheranÊChurchÊinÊRussia.ÊWhileÊweÊo enÊ
thinkÊthatÊRussiaÊonlyÊhasÊOrthodoxÊchurches,ÊitÊisÊinteres ngÊtoÊnoteÊthatÊLutheransÊhaveÊperseveredÊ
andÊenduredÊforÊoverÊ500ÊyearsÊinÊRussiaÊ–ÊthroughÊdifferentÊczars,Êwars,Êpersecu onÊasÊaÊminorityÊ
church,ÊtheÊSovietÊUnion,ÊandÊmoreÊ-ÊdedicatedÊtoÊsharingÊtheÊgoodÊnewsÊofÊJesusÊwithÊall. 

TodayÊthereÊareÊthreeÊRussianÊLutheranÊSynodsÊwhoÊhaveÊELCAÊcompanionÊsynods:ÊTheÊEvangelicalÊ
LutheranÊChurchÊofÊIngriaÊinÊRussiaÊ(ELCIR)Ê–ÊcompanionÊsynodÊNortheasternÊMinnesota,ÊtheÊ
EvangelicalÊLutheranÊSynodÊofÊtheÊUrals,ÊSiberia,ÊandÊtheÊFarÊEastÊ(ELCUSFE)–ÊcompanionÊsynodÊ
CentralÊStates,ÊandÊtheÊEvangelicalÊLutheranÊChurchÊinÊEuropeanÊRussiaÊ(ELCER)Ê–ÊcompanionÊsynodÊ
NorthwestÊWashington. 

OurÊcompanionÊsynod,ÊELCER,ÊisÊlocatedÊprimarilyÊinÊSt.ÊPetersburgÊandÊMoscowÊalongÊwithÊotherÊ
areasÊaroundÊtheseÊci es.ÊInÊtheÊrecentÊhistoryÊofÊELCER,ÊBishopÊandÊArchbishopÊDietrichÊBrauerÊhadÊ
toÊmoveÊwithÊhisÊfamilyÊfromÊRussiaÊtoÊGermanyÊforÊsafetyÊa erÊspeakingÊagainstÊtheÊwarÊwhenÊRussiaÊ
invadedÊUkraine.ÊFollowingÊthis,ÊtheÊELCERÊthenÊelectedÊaÊnewÊbishop.ÊHeÊsadlyÊdiedÊaÊfewÊmonthsÊ
a erÊtakingÊoffice.ÊTheÊELCERÊthenÊelectedÊanotherÊnewÊbishopÊandÊarchbishopÊinÊ2023.ÊTheÊnewÊ
bishopÊisÊBishopÊSergeiÊHolzwertÊandÊtheÊArchbishopÊisÊVladimirÊProvorov. 

BecauseÊweÊinÊtheÊELCAÊareÊdedicatedÊtoÊrenewingÊourÊrela onshipÊwithÊourÊRussianÊLutheranÊ
siblings,ÊandÊbecauseÊweÊareÊunableÊtoÊtravelÊtoÊeachÊother’sÊcountryÊrightÊnowÊdueÊtoÊtheÊwarÊinÊ
Ukraine,ÊitÊwasÊarrangedÊthatÊrepresenta vesÊfromÊELCAÊChurchwide,ÊtheÊthreeÊRussianÊsynods,ÊandÊ
theÊthreeÊELCAÊsynodsÊwouldÊmeetÊinÊaÊneutralÊcountry.ÊWeÊwereÊblessedÊtoÊhaveÊtwentyÊofÊusÊ
togetherÊfromÊtheÊELCAÊandÊtheÊRussianÊsynodsÊgatherÊinÊSeptemberÊ2024ÊtoÊbuildÊrela onships,Ê
shareÊideas,ÊandÊworshipÊtogetherÊinÊNoviÊSad,ÊSerbia.ÊItÊwasÊsuchÊaÊblessingÊtoÊbeÊinÊNoviÊSadÊwithÊ
PastorÊHectorÊGarfias-ToledoÊandÊMs.ÊMaryÊMullerÊrepresen ngÊtheÊNWWAÊSynodÊandÊtoÊbeÊwithÊ
BishopÊSergeiÊHolzwert,ÊArchbishopÊVladimirÊProvorov,ÊandÊPastorÊIvanÊShirokovÊrepresen ngÊtheÊ
ELCER. 

From the October 2024 Edition of The Spirit 
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*************************************************************************** 

WeÊlearnedÊfromÊourÊbrothersÊthatÊitÊhasÊbeenÊdifficultÊtheseÊlastÊ
fewÊyears.ÊTheÊisola onÊtheyÊfeelÊfromÊtheÊrestÊofÊtheÊworldÊinÊhard.Ê
TheyÊalsoÊhaveÊpoli calÊdivisionÊinÊtheirÊcongrega onsÊasÊwellÊasÊaÊ
shortageÊofÊpastors.ÊItÊhasÊalsoÊbeenÊaÊmeaningfulÊandÊjoyfulÊ me.Ê
TheyÊwereÊexcitedÊtoÊshareÊthatÊmanyÊpeopleÊhaveÊjoinedÊtheÊ
churchÊduringÊtheseÊdifficultÊyears.ÊAsÊweÊsharedÊourÊhopesÊandÊ
dreamsÊweÊtogetherÊtalkedÊaboutÊhowÊtoÊhaveÊmoreÊyouthÊinvolved,Ê
howÊtoÊdoÊmoreÊlayÊministry,ÊandÊwhatÊareÊsomeÊeduca onalÊ

opportuni es.ÊItÊwasÊaÊfullÊandÊrichÊconversa onÊasÊweÊeachÊsharedÊandÊlistenedÊtoÊoneÊanother. 

A erÊlearningÊandÊdiscussing,ÊandÊa erÊbeginningÊtoÊrebuildÊrela onships,ÊweÊendedÊourÊ meÊ
commi ngÊourselvesÊtoÊtheseÊnextÊsteps: 

áÊEstablishing/renewingÊourÊcovenantÊwithÊoneÊanother 
áÊEstablishingÊaÊcommunica onÊcommi eeÊthatÊwillÊmeetÊregularlyÊwithÊoneÊanother 
áÊHaveÊbothÊpar esÊfeelÊthatÊtheyÊareÊpartÊofÊtheÊuniversalÊchurch’ 
áÊShareÊexperiencesÊinÊsocialÊprograms 
áÊHaveÊaÊgatheringÊofÊyouthÊfromÊbothÊsynodsÊ–ÊperhapsÊmeetÊinÊGeorgiaÊ(theÊcountry) 
áÊCollaborateÊonÊlayÊministryÊandÊwhatÊlayÊministryÊlooksÊlikeÊinÊbothÊsites 
áÊHaveÊaÊZoomÊinÊtheÊnextÊtwoÊmonthsÊtoÊcon nueÊtoÊbuildÊrela onships 
áÊHaveÊyouthÊinvolvementÊinÊallÊofÊtheseÊthings 

IÊamÊexcitedÊaboutÊtheÊpossibili esÊbeforeÊusÊasÊweÊliveÊintoÊbeingÊtheÊbodyÊofÊChristÊtogether.ÊIfÊyouÊ
wouldÊlikeÊtoÊhearÊmoreÊaboutÊthisÊtripÊandÊwaysÊtoÊbeÊinvolved,ÊyouÊareÊinvitedÊtoÊcomeÊtoÊtheÊnextÊ
mee ngÊwithÊtheÊNWWAÊRussianÊTeamÊonÊSaturday,ÊOctoberÊ12ÊatÊ1ÊPMÊatÊTrinityÊLutheran,Ê
Lynnwood.ÊWeÊhopeÊyouÊcanÊcome. 

AsÊweÊreadÊonÊtheÊELCAÊwebsiteÊregardingÊbeingÊaÊcompanionÊsynod: 

WeÊareÊaÊchurchÊthatÊbelievesÊGodÊisÊcallingÊusÊintoÊtheÊworldÊ—Êtogether.ÊCompanionÊchurchÊ
rela onshipsÊenrichÊandÊdeepenÊourÊministriesÊbyÊexposingÊusÊtoÊglobalÊchallengesÊandÊ
perspec vesÊasÊweÊseekÊtoÊworkÊwithÊoneÊanotherÊtoÊbuildÊupÊtheÊbodyÊofÊChristÊandÊtheÊworld. 

Blessings, 

+BishopÊShelleyÊBryanÊWee/Êbishop@lutheransnw.org 

Are You Smarter Than a Confirmation Student? Below is a question that our Confirmation 
Students can answer. Can you? We’ll give you an easy one today...multiple choice:  

Through what are we saved?   

A.) Good Deeds      B.) God’s Grace       C.) Living by the Golden Rule      D.)  A, B, and C are correct.   

              See page 15 for the answer. 
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Remember in your Prayers: ÊWeÊprayÊforÊÊSusan Ragan (sisterÊofÊJulieÊRousseau),ÊÊ
Marilyn Gustafson (sisterÊofÊGailynÊPloeg),ÊÊShirley Hots (auntÊofÊBrendaÊGeary),Ê
Karri Kanarr (friendÊÊofÊTroxels),ÊGregÊNelsen, Maia Simmons (granddaughterÊofÊ
KarynÊKerley),ÊBob Mainard (fatherÊofÊMandyÊEnglund),ÊBryan RobinsonÊ(nephewÊofÊGarlandÊ
Robinson),ÊAlfred SilvaÊ(fatherÊofÊBrandyÊJensen),ÊChris Whelehan (friendÊofÊKrisÊMerri ),Ê
Marna Carpenter (nieceÊofÊJulieÊRousseau),ÊAl Fredrickson,ÊCarla Hunter (auntÊofÊGregoryÊ
Ormsby),ÊBrandon Benson (friendÊofÊDebbieÊReigel-Yates),ÊMarian Hie  (JanetÊÊWyman’sÊ
mother),ÊJeannie Omdal,    John Probs ield,ÊLyn Scherer (sister-in-lawÊofÊCathyÊSmith),ÊKerri 
Fredrickson (daughter-in-lawÊofÊBarbÊ&ÊAlÊFredrickson),ÊBailey Claybo (MarlysÊJohnson’sÊgreatÊ
niece),ÊDebbie Chavarria (friendÊofÊCathyÊSmith),ÊJerry Bu erfield,ÊShirley Lee,ÊJeanne 
Youngquist,ÊGary Englund (fatherÊofÊAlex),ÊJim Forbes (DebbieÊConijn’sÊstep-father),ÊEdith 
Nichols, Barry Christensen, Chris Isaacson,ÊTaylor Velasquez,ÊtheÊministryÊofÊEl Camino de 
Emaús Congrega on, andÊtheÊDancraig English Medium School in Tanzania.ÊÊÊ 

The Homebound:  Pat Dahlstedt andÊRon Schu e.Ê 
Those in the Military:  Dus n and Rocio King.ÊÊ 

Please keep the church office current on your loved ones who are (or need to be) named on 
our prayer list.   Office: 360-766-6920    Email: office@elcbow.org 

***************************************************************************************************** 

Prayer Requests 

October Birthdays 

DidÊweÊmissÊyourÊbirthday?ÊPleaseÊletÊtheÊofficeÊknow.ÊWeÊloveÊtoÊcelebrateÊbirthdaysÊandÊwouldÊhateÊtoÊmissÊyours! 

10/1 LisaÊOmdal 
10/3 RogerÊTaxdahl 
10/4 MarinÊJensen 
10/4 JanÊJones 
10/4 ThomasÊWake 
10/6 CatherineÊAnderson 
10/8 KonnieÊMcCutchin 
10/9 JennyÊNelson 
10/9 KarsonÊEnglund 
10/10 VicÊJensen 
10/13 BrookeÊTyler 
10/16 ReeseÊTyler 

10/19 SarahÊDahl 
10/19 CraigÊBloodgood 
10/19 MarilynÊZorn 
10/20 BrendaÊWyman 
10/21 JeanieÊHertz 
10/22 NoahÊSchu e 
10/23 TerriÊOlsen 
10/28 ElianaÊGuthridge 
10/30 ReneeÊPerry 
10/31 FaithÊGorum 
10/31 GordyÊDahl 
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Serving in Worship - October 
 October 6 October 13 October 20 October 27 

Assis ng  
Minister 

MarkÊJohnson DarlaÊJensen ChrisÊOmdal WillÊBenson 

Acolyte KayceeÊStubben EvaÊKllogjeri JonÊBenson BlakeÊCaldwell 

Lector LindaÊJohnson BonnieÊBowers SusieÊAarstad MandyÊEnglund 

Usher 
BudÊ&ÊBonnie 

Bowers 
GordyÊDahl 
LindaÊTyler 

LarryÊForsythe 
LynnÊDenAdel 

MarkÊJohnson 
NancyÊNygren 

Greeter 
LindaÊNilsen 
KrisÊMerri  

LindaÊLarson 
JudyÊBendtsen 

ShirleyÊBrick 
JasonÊTyler 

IngerÊConner 
SarahÊDahl 

Altar 
Guild 

NancyÊNygren 
DebbieÊConijn 

SusieÊForsythe 
KathyÊShoop 

KathyÊShoop 
TerriÊOlsen 

TerriÊOlsen 
SusieÊForsythe 

Fellow-
ship 
Host 

KatyÊOlson 
GlendaÊ&ÊKeith 
Gundersen 

BrendaÊ&ÊRandyÊ 
Geary 

JanetÊ&ÊBrad 
Wyman 

TerriÊ&ÊLarryÊ 

DarlaÊJensen 
PatsyÊ&ÊDanÊ 

Mar n 

Flowers  
TomÊ&ÊJudy 
ÊSheahan 

TerriÊOlsen  

CMD LindaÊTyler PatsyÊMar n 
AnnaLauieÊ 

Wa sonÊLamb 
PatsyÊMar n 

November 3 

LindaÊLarson 

KayceeÊStubben 

MarkÊJohnson 

BradÊWyman 
PatsyÊMar n 

JanetÊWyman 
KarsonÊEnglund 

SusieÊForsythe 
RuthAnneÊPocock 

IreneÊFadden 
LindaÊ&ÊJasonÊ 

Tyler 

 

JudyÊBendtsen 

Edison Lutheran Sharing Shelf:  The Sharing Shelf is empty. It’s been getting use 
and we need to restoke it. Please keep your donations coming. Place nonperishable 
food, self-care items, and cleaning supplies in the shopping cart in the Narthex.  
Extra items will go to Helping Hands Food Bank. The Edison Lutheran Sharing Shelf 
is open to all. Please let your friends and neighbors know the shelf is open and 
needs to be used.  With the Sharing Shelf, no one needs to ask for help. It’s always 
open and unmonitored. No one will know if you or anyone you know takes food.  

Women’s Bible Study: Wednesday, October 16th in the Fellowship Hall 
Women's Bible Study meets on the third Wednesday of each month at 10 am in the 
Fellowship Hall. New members are always welcome - if you would like to participate, but 
would prefer a different time, please contact Linda Larson (360.770.7550) - we will do our 
best to accommodate.  We just began a new study based on the book Sacred Strangers - 
What the Bible's Outsiders Can Teach Christians by Nancy Haught. You do NOT need to 
buy the book to participate. Hope to see you at Bible Study. 
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October 2024 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

29 Pentecost 19 
 
 9:00 a Sunday School 
10:30 a Worship 

30 
 
6:00 p Friendship      

           House Meal 

1 
 
6:00 p Young  
     Adult Group 

2 
10:00 Altar 
Guild 

6:30 p Choir 

3 
10:30 a Care 

Team      
Meeting  

4:30 p W&M 
Blood Drive 

4 
6:00 p Young 
Adult Group 
sleepover  

 
Blood Drive 

5 
10:00 YAG 
goes home 
(tired but 
Happy) 

6  Pentecost 20 
 
9:00 a Sunday School 
10:30 a Worship 

7 
  
 

8 
6:00 p Church   
       Council 
6:00 p Young  
     Adult Group 

9 
 
6:30 p Choir 

10 
12:00 Care team 

lunch 
5-7 pm Salmon 

Dinner 

11 
 
 
 
 
 

12 
 
 

13  Pentecost 21 
  
9:00 a Sunday School 
10:30 a Worship 

 

 
 

14 
 
  

 
 

 

15 
6:00 p Young  
     Adult Group 

 

 

16 
 10:00 a 
Women’s Bible 
Study 
6:30 p Choir 

17 

10:00 Prayer  
  Shawl Ministry 
7:00 p Cello 
Recital  

18 
 

 

19 
 

20  Pentecost 22 
 
 9:00 a Sunday School 
10:30 a Worship 

 

21 
 
 
 
 

22 
6:00 p Young  
     Adult Group 

 

23 
 
6:30 p Choir 
 

 

24 
 

 

Newsletter Deadline 

25 
 

26 
 

27  Reformation Sunday 
 9:00 a Sunday School 
10:30 a Worship 
 
*Wear Red to Church* 

29 
6:00 p Friendship      

           House Meal 

 

30 

6:00 p Young  
     Adult Group 

31 
 
6:30 p Choir 
 
 

1 

10:30 a Care 
Team      
Meeting  

4:30 p W&M 

2 

 

 

3 

 

 

Upcoming Events 
¨ All Saints Sunday: November 3 
¨ Harvest Sunday and Christ the King Sunday: November 24 
¨ Lent Begins: December 1st (our Advent calendars will finally line up!) 
¨ Blood Drive at Edison Lutheran:  December 5 & 6 

Smarter Than A Confirmation Student from page 12:  
Answer:  According to Martin Luther, we are saved through God’s Grace alone. The correct answer is B.  

Cello Recital: Please join Skagit Symphony for an evening with Noemie Raymond-Friset on October 
17th at 7:00 pm at Edison Lutheran Church. Noemie is the Symphony’s first international guest artist. 
She is a prominent cellist from Quebec, Canada. She will also be performing with Skagit Symphony on 
Saturday, October 19th, at McIntrye Hall at 7:30 pm. Don’t miss this amazing cellist! 
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